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Compulſion of Conſcience 
Condemned, 6. 


Here are a fort of Fierce and ill Natur'd Paſquillers, 
that keep a Bawling at all works of this Nazure, 
though the Deſign be never ſo Innocent; The Dread 
of thoſe, ſhan't Terrife me from preſenting theſe few 

Sheets to the Publick,, Premifing the rrue State of the Caſe by 
me aſlerted, viz. That the Mind and Conſcience of Man, with re- 
, win to Divine Truths, ought not to be Compelſ by ontward Vie- 
ence, and therefore that it 1s unreaſonable and nnſeaſonable to Pro- 
ſecnte ſa many of his Majeſties Proteſtant-Subjets, weerly for they 
Nonconformity, ts /ayls, Fines, Baniſhment, and tothe Spoiling and 
taking away their Goods, &c. the Demonſtration of which ſhall be 
Clearly and briefly offered with all Humilliry. It is no ſmall Ad- 
dition to the Grief of the Aflicted, that when they propoſe their 
Humble Complaints, and produce their modeſt reaſons againſt 
theſe kind of m— they are preſently aſſaulted with a new 
kind of Perſecution, by a parcel of cruel and unmerciful Pamph- 
leters, who make it no leſs then an Arraignment of the State, 
and a Murmuring againft the Government: In Return to which 
uncharitable Calumny I offer a few conſiderations. 

1. 'Tis an eaſy thing for thoſe Maſters of the Faculty to Bug- 
bear the Government with aggravated Hyperboles,and overſtrerch'd 
Paraphraſes ; 'Tis the very Nature of miſery to complain, and I 
never knew that the Perſon complained to (if of a Noble and 
Heroick mind, ) Interprered the Petitioners Requeſt at this Rate. 
The Poor Beggars crying for Relief, is no Arraignment of the Do- 
nors Chariry. The Subjects Complaint of Grievance is no Im- 
peachment of his Princes Juſtice. Our moſt Importunate Prayers 
to Almighty God, are no Arraignment of Infinite Meroy;z no more 
are the Diſſenters applications eo a Prince of ſuch Clemency as 
his Majeſty is, juſtly to be ſo repreſented, neither doesFhe in his 
Royal Judgment ſo eſteem it, 
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2. It is Univerſally known that our Gracious King (whom God 
long Preſerve) is a Prince of ſuch Natural Clemency, and of ſo 
merciful a diſpoſition, that he is much more apt to Pardon the 
Delinquent, then oppreſs the Innocent, and therefore his Prote- 
ſtant Subjetts are very well ſatisfied in his Royal Expreflions in 
a Proclamation Dated April 8. 1681, viz. We will both in and 
onr of Parliament wſe our nimeſt endeavoxr to extirpate Popery, 
and to redreſs all the Grievances of our Good Smbjefts, and in all 
things Govern aq to the Laws of the Kingdom. The Pipus 
Temper of our moſt Illuſtrious Soveraign is Remarkable, in a 
Speech to both Houſes , Aforday Feb. 10. 1667, where he ſays, 
One thing more I hold my ſelf obliged to recommend unto you at this 
preſent ; which is, that you would ſeriouſly think of ſome Courſe to 
beget a better Union and Compoſure in the minds of my Proteſtant 
SubjeCts in matters of Religion, whereby they may be Induced, net 
only ro ſubmit quietly to the Government, but alſo chearſully give their 
Aſſiſtance to the ſupport of it. 

This evidently demonſtrates that his Majeſty conſiders that 
Chriſtianiry is full of Mercy, and that Chriſt the Glorious Author 
of it, is a Reconciler and Mediator, and therefore would have 
his Subjes diſpured,or Preach'd into Church, not Worry'd, Jayl'd, 
Plunder'd, and Church-curs'd mto Conformity. 

I cannot leave this Royal-Text, till I, have notetl, that where- 
as his Majeſty expreſſes the ends of this Compoſure and Union, 
viz. 1. A quiet Submiſſion to the Government, and 2. a chearful 
afſiſtance to ſupport it ; No SobjeCcts of equal Quality haye our- 
done the Diſſenters in either of rheſe. For, 

1. As to matter of Fatt, no Treaſons, Rebellions, or Infurretti- 
2ns, (no not a Shaddow of any ſuch things) can be juſtly charge- 
able upon them, ſince his Mazeſties Happy Reftauration. All the 
Spys and Eagle-Ey'd Obſervators that have been Imploy'd to 
watch them, can't produce ſo much as a probable Circumſtance 
of any ConfFiracy amongſt them againſt the Government, and to 
be ſure, had there been any ſuch thing, the Nation ere this would 
have Ring'd of it. Some few half-penny Scriblers rant at *um, 
and in Spight of the Att of Oblivien,Revive what the Supream Au- 
thority commands to be forgotten; Bur of that and the Single 


Freak of YVenner, more hereafter, 
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2. As to the Probability of the thing; viz. That any ſuch Con- 
ſi ſhould be Contrived by Diſſenting- Proteſtants, the Perſons 
that fo think, muſt ſuppoſe them miter Fools and Mad-men: For 
as things ſtand , they muſt firſt forfeir their Reaſon , before 
they can. abandon their Allegiance. are not (© filly ; 
whatſoever others think of them, bur that very well under- 
ſtand a ay their Lives, as. well as their Religion by no other 
Tenure t his Majeſties Life. And therefore it is their great 
concern, as they tender all that's dear and near to them, ro 
preſerve his Perſon and Government, and Defend both with 
their Lives and Fortunes. And I am confident that the whole 
Party of the Diſſenters, (though in ſome little things differ- 
ing each .other) would Univerſally and Uniformly agree , 
to Sacrahce their All in his Majefties Service, againſt anypower 
whatſoever that ſhould oppoſe him: 

The Univerſal experience of unbyaſfd Mankind can Witnefs 
the Truth of what is here ſaid. Yet I know very well, what ob- 
jeCtions have been and will be made from thar diſmal Topick of 
the Nations late Unhappy Convulſigns. . But that muſt be.refer- 
cd to a Diſtinct head, - 

In the ſecond place, Ir is certam that (theſe Proteſtant-Subje7; 
his Majeſty intends, namely) the Diſſenters have chearfully given 
their Aſſiſtance to the ſupport of the Government. It is well 
known that they are an. Induftrious Trading Peoples that wil- 
lingly pay whatſocver Taxes the Law requires. And it is Re- 
markable, that no People ever expreſt a greater Zeal to oppoſe* 
the various attaques of a Forreign (Anti-Spiritual Power) then 
theſe Diſſenters: And could I know any one of them that would: 
ſhrink from his Princes Service, when his Royal Perſon and Go- 
vernment are menaced, I would eſteem him not only a Fool; bur 
a Traytor to boot, 

To Evidence (further) the Lenity of _o——_ I ſhall quore* 
a Memorable pallage in his Declaration from Breda, Dated April 
14. 1660, We do declare 4 _— to Tender Conſciences ; and that 
no man ſhall be. diſquieted or called mn queſtion for differences of Opi- 
mon in matters of Keligion, which do not diſturb. the Peace of the 
Kingdom; And that we ſhall be ready to Conſent to ſuch aw Alt of 
Parkament, 41 upon maiure Deliberation ſhall be offered ro n1 for the 

full Grant ing that Indulgence. 
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What can be more Pious and Conſonant-to the Rules of the 
Goſpel, then what this Great Monarch here declares? No Perſon 
is excepted from his Royaladnlgence, but ſuch as diſturb the 
Peace of the Kingdom. Now if there be any ſuch among the 
Diſſenters, let them be ſeverely Puniſhed : Bur if there be none, 
I cannot but wonder at the Cruelty and undurifulneſs of ſuch as 
Proſecure their Peaceable and Innocent Fellow-Subje#; againſt 
the mind of their Sovergign. 

His Majeſty has not = declared this (6 Favourable) Indul- 
gence, bur allo by his own experience declares the unfruinfalneſs 

of Compuliion, March rgth. 1671. In theſe words, Onr Care 
and endeavonrs for the Preſervation of the Rights and Intereſts of 
the Church, have been ſuſſurently Manifeſted to the World, by the 
whole Comrſe of onr Government, ſince our Happy Reſtanration, aud 
by the many frequent ways of Coercion that we have uſed for the 
reducing all erring or Diſſenting Perſons, and for Compoſing the 
wnhappy Differences in matters of Keligion which we found amons 
our Subjetts wpon onr Return : But it being - Evident by the 
ſad Experience of Twelve years, that there is very little Frait of all 
thoſe Forceable Conrſesr, we think our Self obliged to make nſe of that 
Swpream Power in Eccleſiaſtical matters, which is not only Inherent 
in us, but hath been declared and Recognized to be ſo by ſeveral 
Statutes and Hits of Parliament, &c. 

That A#9»ſt part of the Legiſlative power, the Houſe of Com- 
mons, Reſolved Jam. 10. 1680, That it is the opinion of this Hoſe, 
that the Proſecntion of Proteſtant Diſſenters upon the Penal- Laws, is 
at this time Grievons to the Subjett, a Weakening the Proteſtant 
Intereſt, an Inconragement to Popery , and danrcrons to the Peace 
of the Kingdom, 

Beſides this, there was a Bill paſt both Houſes at the-laſt Parli- 
ament in Weſtminſter, for the Repcal of the 35 of Flizaberh, bur 
through ſome unhappy negleCt it was not preſented rohis Majeſty, 
whodoubrlcſs would have paſt ir. Nevertheleſs by that and what's 
mentioned before, we may clearly infer that the King and Parli- 
ament, nidge that Compulſion of Conſcience (of Praceable Pro- 
reſtant Dillenters) 1s both unſeaſonable and unprofirable. And if 
I have the whole Legiſlative Authoriry on my fide, viz. King, 
Lords, and Commons, (that is all Eng/avd)Imay modeſtly preſume, 
tut no Proteſtant will be angry at this Eſſay, nor cenſure ir of 

Arro- 
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Arrogance ; it being ſd conformable tothe Sentiments of the moſt * 
Itluftrious in the Nation :'1 muſt 'confeſs thar-there are Laws in 
force againſt the Diſſenters which we ſhall a Jittle Diſcarirſe of 
hereafter, and evidence plainly that the intention of the Legiſlator s 
was to puniſh ſuch as they ſuppoſed wobld be Seditious or Uan- 
gerous-to the Government, and they that ſtretch theſe Laws to 
ſo many Innocent Peaceable Members of the Common- 
Wealth, do bur Fight againſt God, and pervert the menning' of the 
Lawpgivers; and can (art long run) no other Fruit of their 
officiouſneſs, then what is reap'd by ſuch as are unmerciful (ro 
fay no more) at the great and general Tribunal. Here you ſee 
thoſe very Laws repealed, in votre, by them that 'made ir; and 
though that does nor diſanull them, yer let me 'rell you, that! for 
ſome particular Juſtices of the Peace, meerly uporthe Informati- 
on of a ſort of Creatures called Informers, (whoſe CharaQter in a 
few words Ile give you ere long) to Execure-the utmoſt, yea, 
more then the urmoſt Seyerity of the Laws, againſt Diſſen- 
eters, in defiance of the fenſe of the Law-makers, who did undoubr- 
edly know what was beſt for us, is no lefs therito oppoſe a private 
Opinion to a publick Deliberation, and a private Spirit againſt a 
publick. Burt Vie proceed to my main buſineſs ; and refer the 
Opinion (with a reſpect to this matter) of 4s Great Stateſmen as 
England ever knew to another place. ſe | 


SECT. IT. 


E that will Seriouſly conſider how tenderly the Lord Jeſus 
Recommends the precepts of mutual Love, to all that pro- 
feſs his Name, making it the very Character of his Followers , 
Lah, 13.3 5. By this ſhall all Men know that you are my Diſciples, if ye 
have Love one to another ; And how highly the Apoltle Paul ex- 
alrs the ſame Dury, reduceing the whole Dury of a Chriſtian ro 
a ſingle precept, Gal. 5. 14. For all the Law is fulfilled in one 
word, even in this, Thou ſhalt Love thy Neighbour as thy ſelf. See 
Levit. 19. 18. Mar. 22. 39, Cannot bur ſufficiencly wonder , 
to ſee ſuch as —_ the Chriſtian Religion Quarrel one with a- 
nother, upon the account of ſpecial and doubtful Circumſtances, 
reſpecting Divine Worſhip! 
t 
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' It is Lamentable to ſee how much the preſent Age differs fra 
Primitive rp we, hog wearers of the Living God in thoſe 
- times, would rather have given their own Lives to perſwade theis 
Enemics to Piety, then ſeek to undo their Brethren, to force them 
to Hypocriſie. , 

Thoſe Maximes that interfere with the Sacred Rules-of the 

Goſpel, and'threaten defolation ro Menfor what they cannot help, 

-are undoubtedly ro be laid afide in a Chrifttan Common-Wealth. 

And I queſtion not but that our -Gracious King, when he thinks 
tit © meet-his People in Parliament , will order a Regulation of 
theſe proceedings, ſuitable to his. Beneign and mercitul remper 
- before expreſied. 

In the- mean time I-humby-crave leave to offer- a few gene- 
ral-Reaſons againſt the preſent Proſecutions, which my Zeal for 
Truth and the management of Church-Wars (like Chriſtians in- 
deed) extort from me. 

Ir is notorious by Univerſal Experience that it is the perverſe 
Nature of Man, Niti in vetitxm, to long (like Eve) for what is 
fgrbidden ; A Malady derived by an uninterpreted ſucceffion from 
our firſt Parents. Hence grew- a neceſlity of Eſtabliſhing Laws 
.and Civil SanCtions, the end of which -are, to reſtrain and Puniſh 
Tranſgreſſors, who by the Intemperate Sallys of private or pub- 
lich Ambition, Revenge, Luſt or other Vice, attempt or actually 
perpetrate any thing Injurious to their Fellow-Creatures, 

heſe Laws are Calculated for the reſpetive Meridian: of (e- 
veral Nations and Governments, and LevelPd againſt the pre- 
vailing vice of the place, Ex malu moribus bone leges nate ſmnt : 
The pravity of Mans Nature, cauſeda neceflity of Laws, as Di- 
ſtempers do of Phyfick. And as the Office of the ater, is to 
preſerve the Health, and Cure the-Diſeafes of the Body ;"ſo the 
Office of the former is to preſerve the Body Pohrick. Neither of 
theſe are ſo limited, but that the private or publick Phyſick may 
be altered according as the Symptoms of the Diſcaſe diret the 
Application. And fo we ſee that Parliaments ( without any di- 
ſparagement to their Wiſdoms ) Repeal Laws proper to the times 
they were Enacted in, and make New, as the Vicifſirudes of the 
Publick Pxlſe ſtands in need-of, The wiſeſt Men have changed 
Counſels and Reſolyes upon Second thoughts : The very Popes 
themſelves, and General Comncels have done it, Chongh the former 
Arrogate to themſelves an Infallibility. No 
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-No meer Man is fo ſharp fighred as certainly t6 Toreſce what 
the Events and Revolutiogs ef -thipger to come may be, with- 
out Divine Inſpiration. it's rather to be Eſteemed 
a prudential Skill, then an Arraignment of the Adcts of our Pre- 
deceliors, when what was ſuitable rothem, and improper for vs,. 
are repealed, and .a more ſealonable r Applied when the 
inconveniences of-the former arc Wilco L Lam) t 
the beſt way to convince Proteſtant diſſenters, ( and moſt agree- 
able ro the Dictaces of Chriſtianity, ) isro Win them by: fair and 
Charitable Mechods ; and that thoſe Penalties the Law inflifts, 
ſhould gt leaſt be relaxt, for Reaſons hereafter ro be produced. 
Every conſidering Man muſt needs know that the Biaſs of Intereſt 
and Education axe ſtrong Shackles. r6.the ] which Fetter 
it fromyeildiong -tq Demonſtrated, Lruth,.! | of Educarion is 
very hard to be over-maſter'd. We have had -Deplorable Experi- 
ments, that Opinion meerly got by Education, is foretimes as 
hard to be removed, ( yea harder, then the Body ffom the Soul. 
I ſo Wheels and Intoxicates the Brain, that even-gmonyſt- che 
Turks, we Read of ſome Wiſe and Perſdus, who would 
Die to maintain their ridiculous Aſcaron. 7 

Cuſtome is grown ſuch a Tyrans , thar forme would rather 
ſtarve then cat Bread bak'd in a Pan (as a/Reverend Prelar 
ſaid ) becauſe he uſed to cat Bread bak'd in.an, Oven: Religion 
in many is really their humour, and 2 Darling Fancy patics with 
ſuch for Reaſon ; and Faſhion is more prevailing then the beſt 
Arguments. O the Deplorable Eſtate of Chriſtianity :: Men will 
now reje&t the moſt Sacred of Truths, if they can bur find a 
Pique at the Meſſenger, as if the nov Patient would ſpill the 
beſt of Cordials, becauſe not preſented in a Golden Spoon ! 

The Deſign of what is faid, is co make way for what fol- 


lows, viz. ; 
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Demonſtiratwe Reaſons agarnſt Compal= 
pee Conſctence. d 


© Humane Authority, no notthe very Popes ( choſe Infalli- 
ble Tooles ) can bne that the Word of God & the 
Kale of Fauh,. to which of the Name of CON eng 
to: Conform. . Andas all the Ciiidren of God have an Equal lo- 
rereſÞin the Teſtament of Father, na one arnangſt them, 
has any Prerogative te Im force upon the nt of his 
Brother. One holds ris, the other chat, a third denys both, 
they Examine Scripture, Conſult the Originals, Examine the Q- 
punzons of Antiquity; they fincerely Pray for Mumination ; What 
then 7 els go what yon rake with 'yaur Dilſent- 
ang Brothes? Al rhar you ear fry, catlr remove him from his 
former perſwaſinn : Thebeſt way isro for him, if any Rgo- 
roms caurſt be taken in factre Cafe, and'f che fire brings no light 
with. it to- Demonfrate . the Truth of ir, Tprofeſs I cannot but 
ſulpgt that the Conls are from below. | 

te chat refledts upon the tries rhar Encounter us in the 
way tw Truth, for' Strait :7 the Gite, and Narrow is the Way, 
and with-all confiders how fhort ſighred the beſt of Men be, "4 
hare we ſos bat in Part, and wnderifand but in Part, will ſoon find 
that there isnfinicely more Reaſon for Chriftians murually to En- 
deavour the ſupport and affiftance, rather then ſtudy the Ruiae 
and! Deſtruction. of each orher. 

Since all have neither an equal Depth-of Natzre! Judgment, 
nor the fame Meaſure of S»pernatural Illamination, bur the Spi- 
rit Bloweth bow, and where »t pleaſeth, we ought not to deſpiſe 
or Perſecuteour Brether, for his Innocent and blamelcſs miſtakes, 
teaſt we be found ro fight againſt God, who is the free diſpoſer of 
his Gifts; we know rhe way of Aas is not in himſelf, Jer. 10. 23. 
But hu goinzs (or ſteps) are of the Lord, Pro. 20. 24. And there- 
fre, did we bear a due Reſpect ro-God, we would be Content 


to 
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even this anto you. thetefore 
roceecs in the fimplicity of his heare, ) with” 
Krenger ro m_—_ Meat. s | 

I am much miftaken, if Conmpulſion of Co cience borders not 
on the very Shirrs of he inpheFack of the (oY Far, whae- 
ſvever a man'is cooftrained to Swear, or vr then he | 
cotlvinced of, proceeds frum us Blind an allent, as can be march 
in the grolleſt Popery, and of ſuch a convert no _ has any 
great cane to boatt, For common Reaſon tells us, that ſuch as 
are Proſelyted by violence, will continge ſuch no lenger then che 
foroe lafts, jo 23 

Force is.meer Punifhment, and nor JuRt, onleſs 
the offence be yoluntary : Bur he rhar believes according to the 
evidence of his own Reaſon, is necefſirated ro that belief, and ra 
compel him from it, is co drive him co Renonace the Efſential 
parrof Man, his Reaſon. | 

l can't Imagine why we Thauld becommanded ts rry rhe Spirits, 
1. Tobn 4.1. And to prove all thingr. 1 The. 5. 21.3} thers be not 
« Facxlty in the Soul ts judge for it ſelf. Tis a ſtrange Injunttion 
when we are commanded to hold faſt that which we find ts be 
beſt; if after our moſt ſerious and deliberate Election , we 
ſhall be whipe out of one Conſtience by Joan To what pur- 
poſe do we Preach poor Souls into jaſt' ſo much Liberty of Scrip- 
Cure, as beyer cheir rorture, and not permit them to reſt 
where they atisfaftion? Either prohibir to ſearch at all, or 
leave us ſenſible of ſome benefit by reaching, To believe what 
ſeems untrue, ſeerns to me Impoſſible; To profeſs what we be- 
lieve untrue, I am ſure is damnable. 

As 'ris certain,thas whoſoever (werves from the Diftartes of his 
own Conſcience, commirs a grievots Sin, Row. 14. So wichour 
Queſtion they that endeavour by Force or Artifice to draw any 
Man to profeſs or AQt contrary to what his Soul believes, are as 
deeply guilty of the ſame Crime, as the Apoſtle ſays, When, ye 
S—— te weak Canſciences of your Brethren, ye Sin againſt Chriſt. 
x Cor. 8. 12. How dangetoufly then do they. & themſelves 
ro the Juſt Indignation of God who drive of (and fall them- 
ſelves) into rhis Evilk &c. How —_— do they attempt to —_ 
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the Light of Nature, which Indiſpenſably obliges all M 

mide otter ha port ey aidene 
Wh -d by God. jp Cear and candid Sous to.Shine and guide 
"them, © but" in black ones to condemn and burn. them.. I could 
heartily wiſh that all Men would take the Advice of the Apoitle, 
Kom, 14. 13. Lit #s not therefore Judge one another any wore: But 
Indie Hg Parkes thaj no man put a Siumbling-Bleck, .or an acca- 


"ou, id Ya , in ba Brothers way, If this Bleſſed, Counltl wete but 
followed, what's happy Nation might ours be? << f 

'* Nothing hath cauſed more miſchief in the Church then the E- 
ſtabliſhing new (and many) Articles of. Faith, and the Incum- 
brance of Gods Worſhip by Ceremonys,which all acknowledge tv 
be tmore for Ornament, then any Eſleatial necefſiry And had 
theſe Stumbling-Blocks been removed, 'tis certain that our too 
too deptorable diviſions wonild in a great meaſure vaniſh, but 
ſince there are, and muſt be Diviſions, let us pray to the Phyſiti- 
an of Souls to heal them, To Love one another is a Command of 
the Almighty, which never was, nor nev. r will be repealed, And © ! 
how diſagreeable to that Sacred preceprt is it, to vex and trouble 
each othcr | How rare is jt to ſee the very Braves prey upon their 
kind! Yet we ſee mankind deftroy mankind, not only deveſting 
themſclves of humanity, but with a more then Brutiſh cruelty, 
rage againſt their very Brethren. To break fo evident a Com- 
mandement, to eſtabliſh chat which is (more then) doubtful, is 
certainly contrary to Goſpel-Laws. 

A thing may be clear to one man that would fain impoſe it, 
but it may be doubtful ro him on whom it - is impoſed, which no 
Body can help, Muſt the doubtful Perſon be knockt o'the head 
therefore, or muſt we pick out the Eyes of all that cannot See 
as well as our ſelves, 

Suppoſe the point be clear in Scripture; why then fay I, there 
is no neceflity to make a new Law to Impoſe it ; much lefs a new 
Article of Faith, If. it be but deduc'd or infer'd ; *ris certain that 
what one thinks clearly deduced, agother as Learned and able 
as he, may think not to be fo, 

Mens underſtandings are as various as their Speech or Faces : 
And is it Juſt For ofie man to Quazrel with another, becauſe diife- 
rent from him..in cither of theſe? or put him upon a Rack to 


ſtzerch him to his own dunenſion, if not {© tall as be ? ho ag 
thinks 
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chinko all cites wolconly or wilfally Blind is (in_my 
Judgment defeQtive in Chazity, 16, cheſs People Diſſent-our of 
wour,or H (rails GOT choking lan-.will pronounce them 
abGlute Fools, -, For they that play the. Hypoczites; do it cither 
for Wotldly cnds,. or, vain plory. Now thele Mep, who are under 
the laſh of every Informer, and ſulter ſo unmercitally ; cannot be 
charg'd with Dillenting for worldly ends, becanſe they may ſ& 
cuce themſelves byContarmity,aud by neceflary conſequence their 
NonconBrmity is out of pure Conſcience. Elſe, (as was faid ) 
they are ſtark Ideots, and .it fo, the State has no necd ro-fear them, 
and it would be a great diſparagement .to for wile and Illuſtrious 
a Govexnment to ſeem to fear ſuch a Company of ſuppoſed fim- 
lerons, Bur then on the other hand, if their Diſtent be really 
from the ſtrong and convinced perſwations of their minds, I would 
in all humility beſeech all, that have power to Execute the Laws 
againſt them, to conſider, that they are Chriſtians, their Bretheren 
and Countrymen,and that they would treat them as ſuch;in agree- 
ment to what our merciful Prince declared, as before, viz. To 
Puniſh enly ſuch as are diſturbers of the Government, For my Pen 
ſhall never be an Advocate for ahy Perſon of that Charatter. I 
any ſhould think that theſe Men Dillent out of vain Glory, he muſt 
ſtill ſippoſe them worle Fools then before; For who. but a Mad+ 
man would purchaſe the applauſe of a few Perſons ( an Idle airey 
thing that will neither Feed nor Cloath him) at the dear rate of 
201. a Month, 201. a Sermon, &c. or a Priſon with all its tor- 

menting apurtenances? Is this a comfortable Bargain ? 

Well then, ſuppoſing them weak Brethren, what ſhall we do 
withthem? why the Apoft readily anſwers this queſtion, Koms, 
14. 1. Him that it IL the Fauth receive ye, but not to donbt- 
ful diſpmtations. Here 1s not one word: of ſending hum to Priſon, 
or Fining of him; No, No, they us'd to perſwade and convince, 
not compel mcn to Contformuty. Neuwher did the ſtrong Chriſti- 
an Perſccute, but Cheriſh and Inſtrutt his weak Brother. For, 

They very well knew thatno man can be forced to believe,he 
may ('tis true ) be compelled to fay this or that, but not to 
believe it ; the Dominion over the External part has nc Rule over 
the Soul, And though a Man may be compelPd todillemble his 
thoughts, it is impoſſible that any outward force can change 
the opinion, The Soul of man is a thing fo generous, that it 9 

rather 
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rather perſwaded by mildneſs, then won orous and 
Comcire Methods, And the Nature of Chitaniy, really a- 
dapted for ſuch procedures, If Compulſion of Conſcience had been 
thought by the Almighty, to be rhe beſt way of reducing Man- 
kind, our Jeſs wonld have uſed ir. He that had the Com- 
mand of the whote Heavenly Milrtia, = of whuch in a Night 
Slew 185000 of the Afyrimm Hoft) could with as much eaſe ſub- 
due the Great Angaſtas Ceſar, as command a Fiſh to bring hiam 
the Tribure Money. 

He that has good Eyes, and has been taught to Read, will 
Read you a clear Printed Book, but if he be Blind, or having 
Eves wants Light, or never learnt to Read, or if the Print be 
Blind, you may ſooner daſh out his Brains wich a Club, thea make 
him perform an Attion he cannot. 

Faith is not to be driven like a Nail mrto the Head, or Heart, 
with a Hammer : For a Man cannot believe if he would, till the 
Gift be beſtowed npon him. And the Scripture is plain, when ir 
rells us, that Faith 14 the Gift of God. 

Arguments are gnod Inducements, bur force has no counte- 
nance in the Goſpel, much lefs a command. Pray peruſe theſe 
Texts, John 20.31.'5. 29. 2 Tim. x. t5. Dent. 12. 32. Tis an 
eaſy thing to pick out ones Eyes, bur all the Art of Man cannot 
reſtore thoſe Eyes again, or-make Eyes for one Born without them. 
Even ſo Compwa/ſion can make n Man a Hypocrite, but all the ſe- 
verity in the World cannot make him a true Convert. 

If Reaſon ur.derſtands not whar is declared, how can we by 
way of Deduction, or the beſt framed Syllogiſims yield ro what 
we apprehend not to be Demonſtrative? All diſcourſe and Rati- 
ocination ought to-be of things intelligible ; The objet of Faith 
is purely and eflenrially Divine, and the Soul cannot arrive at 
that (Beſt of) Learning, till the Spirit of God becomes the Tutor, 

Before | leave this (by way of digrefſion) I cannot but borrow 
a few excellent Norions of an Eminent Prelate now Living, 
* There is no giving way to Rational deduCtion and homan Argu- 
* menrations againſt Scripture, for then a cunning Soph:fter may 
* lead men into many Errors. To go about to prove by Reaſon 
* ſuch things as are above Reaſon, is wonderful: And to diſ- 
* courſe of what we underſtand nor, is a ſpice of madneſs. The 
4 Concluſions drawn from ſuch Diſcourſes are dangerous, yea, 
"4 met 
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* ; weer [qris ſatan: that miſguides 2 Tim. x. 13. Divine 
Myfterics dreſt up —— EIS. is like 
a chaſt and Vertuous Matron, trickt up in the habit of a Curte- 
2an. The Divine Subſtance is not expreſſible by human Rhetoric, 
nor the moſt delicate Flouriſhes of an Artificial Pencil. 

That which Men call School-Diviniry, has been perverted az 
i it has prov'd. a meer Plague to Chriſtiauity, There 
you have new Queſtions, nice Diſtinftions, and in Con- 
cluſions toſt up and down like Tennis Balls. And trom thence 
proceed cruel Bickerings, and Theological Wars. 

The firſt Divinity-School was fet up at Alexandria by Penton 
and from thence Sprung the Arrian-Herefie , which like an ili 
weed. ſoon over ran. all Cluiſtendom. . In the Subtilty of theſe 
Schools Hereſie grew Refined, and with their School tricks of di 
ſtintions and Evaſions, almoſt bailled the plain ard fimple Pro- 
teſſors of the Goſpel. 

Ly joere's Doors, cm from amoneny and well 
ward in Philo Antanwity, Hiſtary, 2a «ck or Sopbiſtry , 
Tranſlated theſe - aan, fall ſo called) Chis = 
Ilkiftrate by theie Indifcreet Zeal, and Imbellifh Chriſtian know- 
ledge, by Artificial Forms and Figures, but rather indeed defaced 
it. Cal. 2.8. 

He thas ſeriouſly and without prepoſſeſſion. conſiders the Na- 
rare of Chriſtian Doctrine, will conclude, that it muſt be raught 
by the Demonſtration of the Spirit and Power, and not by the 
School harangues of Sophiftical Syllogiſms and Enthymens. 

Conſidering Men are wary , ( and fo they had need) of the 
Subrilcies of ſuch as would pervert or deceive them, in fo im- 
portant a -matter-as Religion 1s : Becauſe Herelies appear not 
firſt in their. own Natural Shape, but they complemers you in 
Diſguiſe, Aaſqueraded with army pretences; the- Author of 
theſe Hereſfies will preſs into their Service, this and that obſcure 

lace of Scripture capable of various Interpretations. But (mark 
| pray) when they have once gorFooting, by degrees they lay 
a ſide their Vizards, and march. on Brazen Fac'd, (1 mean 
bare-Fac'd. ) 

Well, but as to Campaifion of Conſcience, ſince the affront is on- 
ly to the Divine Majeſty, ſuppoſing the Dillenter exrs , methinks 
we ſhould leave God to vindicate his own cauſe : For what can 
be - 
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be a greater diſparagement-or more derogatory to the honour of 
the Godhead, then to think he wanrs the help of Man to defend 
him, Mark how Peter was rebuked by our Saviour for cut- 
ring off Machu his Ear. Beſides, do bur confider the Methods 
uſed by the Redeemer vf the World, in Conquering his Enemies, 
and you will find it was by Preaching and Suffering, and if his 
Diſcples wont follow fo Ifluſtrious'an Example, they deſervegnot 
to be called by his Name, nor be Dignified with the Title of 
- Chriſhans. : 

In all well order'd Governments the Magiſtrate'may and _ 
to puniſh Evil doers, but not Evil Behevers, for God Reſerves that 
to himſelf, it is his Divine Perogarive, for he only is the Heart 
ſearcher ; and *Man cannot poſſibly have a right Cognizance of 
the concealed or Evil thoughts of another ; becauſe, for any thing 
he knows, The greateſt Profeſſor may be the greateſt Atheiſt, 

| do not Remember that Chriſtians ever took up Arms againſt 
ti:.cir Governours4n the Primitive times for propagating their Pro- 
tefſion, or to preſerve themſelves from Perſecution ; And he that 
will do ſo, mecrty upon that account, is either a Fool or an A- 
theiſt : A Fool, becauſe he rejects the opportunity of gaining the 
Reward promiſed, Afarth, fg. 12. Bleſſed are ye when Men Revile 
you and Verſecute you, &c. Oran Atheiſt, becauſe he wont believe 
that God will be as good as his-word. But to Retym where I 
left, 1 may reckon that common ſaying among ſhallow Faneys, 
viz. That a Pigmy on a Gyams ſbonlders ſees more then the Gyant, 
The Queſtion is not of ſeeing more, bur clear diſcerning. If borh 
theſe (ce a Beaſt at a Miles diſtance, and contend whether it be a 
Horſe or an Oxe, the Pigmy on the Gyants Shoulder, is never the 
nearer diſcerning what it's, becanſe it depends more upn the 
ſharpnefs of Sighr, then the height of his ſhonkders : ſo we have no 

»ſſible affurance that the Doctrine delivered to us by man (if 
not revealed in Scripture) is abſolutely true, becauſe we are cer- 
rainly allied that *tis poſſible for him, or any man to erre, yea 
in this very Doftrine, The Great A#;»ftine (the wonder of his 
rime for ſharpneſs of underſtanding, and great modeſty withal, ) 
believed it abſolutely neceſſary that Infants ſhould Receive the 
Lords-Szpper, and termed it a down-right Herefie to affirm that 
there were any Antipedes, 50 Lanitamiws anotable Wit, and a 
great Sclimtar 
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The Eminent of the Evangelical Dottors 
Woh» boo have erred and if anymanſhould 
may be caſily Demonſtrated, | 


ofren they have thwarted one 


in thi 
tradiftory. Ar which we need not wonder, 


ſhall not prevail againſt the Church, but whar's that to a General 
Councel which (by a modeſt Calculation) cannot t to one 
part in 10000 of the Univerſal Church. Bur Tneed fay no more, 
then thar theſe (fo called) general Councels have been ox dame 
tro againſt gach other, as before hinted. | "Wh 

Parents are acconntable'ro God for their commands, as well 
2s the Childretrare for theux Obedience, natural Parents are by 
meer Nature ones to ſeek. the Love of their Children : So 
ought Spiritual Parents who are Stiled Afinifters of God ( who is 
Eove) to demean themſetves towards their Spiritual Children. 
And confequently is it not more ſuitable tothis excellent Grace,and 
Parental Tenderneſs to lead the People ifito the Howſe of God, 
rather then to whip them in by ſear? And to put on ſuch a habbir 
as will Invite them in, rather then fright them out? What wiſe and 
Loving Father would put on a wi Sheet to Fright his weak 
and ſimple. Child? _ of, 

Man (fays a Reverend Pen) is .a very tickbh Animal ta Go- 
vern; he will not always be guided by Reaſon and Authority. 
He has a Will as well as Reaſon, and will have bis own Will in ma- 
ny things ; even among the very Godly t lves (which is to 
be Lamented) bur few ate {o inzizely Pigus, as wholly to deny 
themſelves. This is ſ0 high and ſharp. a point, of Religion , that 
yon-may break rhe Hearr ſtrings. of many in winding them up ſo 
high z and'ſo you may :crack all their Religion. 

p cannot in Conſcience when T Treat upon fo ſexious a Thearr, 
bur Remark, that the Carriage of ſome Preachers has created a 
greit $ilike of that.Sacred Work, as 'tis managed by not a few, 
and fo are themfetyrs rhe cauſers of that Dillear, which, rhey ex- 
Adair againſt :' roo many Preach not Chriſt thus themſelyes ; 
rake here and there a Sentence of Scripture, the ſhorter and more 
abftruſe the better. Then to ſhew their Skill and pn, ty 
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Divide and Subdivide it into Generals and Particu Here 

have the uid, rhe Kok, the LQxavrum, and ſich gr rg 
Satving Forms, which. 1 People, underſtand no mare then they 
do Greek or Latine. Then they Took into this-or that quaint Au- 
thor. and pick our a Sentence of a Philoſopher or Father, lome nice 
Speculation or other, and Labour ro Couch all in Elegant Lan- 
e. But what's the end of this? wy ty 'tis meerly ta 
their Wir, Reading, or whatſoever Elſe is excellent in thern, 
Bur, Pray mark, how ſuch praftiſesare Charatered, 1 Cor. 2. the 
whole is worth —— and plainly demonſtraces that 


this kind ing is not = ohck,thar is, that they Preach noc 
im the Demonſtration of the Spirie, bur .in the Demonſtration of 
their Learning. 


of the Ancient Fathers (eſpecially the Greeks) þave been 

eyer Fond of Nicerys. Theſe, when Converted to Chriſtianity , 

Tranſplanted their Beloved Rhetorical Flowers of hnmane Learn- 

ing into Chriſtian Gardens, which proy'd indeed Weeds: Com- 

mon i will be. my Advocate, when I ſay that humane 

Nature 1s apter to gire Nouriſhment and vigour to humane Prin- 
iples then to ſuch as are Divine. 

Pray when did ever any Learned, Witty, Rhetorical Harangue, 
or cunni gc Diſcourſe convert the tenth part of Sr. 
Peters ot St. Pauls Fooliſh Preaching, as he terms it? /tho 'ris in- 
deed the Wiſdow of God to them that: are Perſelt, ) 

How mr hour? is the manner of Preaching in the Apoſtles 
eime from Philoſophical Arguing, and Rhetorical iming ? the 
Preaching then, was cirhey Catechiſtical Inftruſtions, or Pious ad- 
monitions, not tying themſelves to any form; but paſt from one 
matrer to another, as the condition of the Hearers required, and 
nor as the Preachers Fancy and Reading prompted him. 

Tis Reported of the Emperour Calignle, that he Judged, Con- 
demned or acquitred Delinquents 4: beft agreed with the Carrent 
of his Oration; So ſome now a days obey Diſcourſe more 

ers 


tt the Applauſe then Edification of the . Such Sermons 
may be better termed Banquets for full wantons, then Inſtruftions 
for ſuch as are almoſt Starved for want of Spi Food. It may 
nooriſh an Auditory of Cnelions that Live by Air, but can never 
make ſound and Solid Chriſtians, 


= him documented by the Guide 10 thg 
Inferiexr Clergy) he ers up for a Spiritual Paſtor! the * 

Office in the world, becauſe Mens Souls, (their berrer 
concern'd! *ris very ſtrange rhar ſuck-quak 


, Strife, andContention, not tending 
ching ) the Conver fox nnd Edificarion of Souls, . 6. 


» of Navigation is 10 a Phyſtian: The Apoſtle telling us in plai 
terms, that he defired To know not hing but Feſus Chriſt , hin 
Cracified, There's the qualification with which whoſoever is qua- 
lifed, may fay with David, Come / will thee what the Lord 
bath done for my Soul. But withonr it all the Arts in the World 

| can't make a Preacher, as the old verſeſays. 
Hai Chriſtum diſcir, ſatis oft, ſs Catera Neſcir. 

l S#i Chriſtnm neſcit, nihil eft, fi Cetera Diſcis, 

| Chriſt may be berrer Preach'd by a Grave, Conſcientibus Mai, 
well verſed m the Scriprures, and the Myſterys of Faith, tho ne+ 
ver bred in any Univerſity, nor #kill'd in any Language bur his 

| Mother-Tongue, then by the Students of Ar:torke, Storms, Aqus- 

was, Oc, (quat ales) with all their I Ws LDniddurys and Lna- 
2 litys, 
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hryr, Spllogiſes , and Emrbymrnpes, Diftinfion; pads de; 
ons, ' Fe © 2 | +819 ©4190 "65 1 72? 3961 A*i4IhHg 
' It is Remarkable, that ro Drech j” /raliah, of Frextb of a thar- 
fand underſtood any Langrifape beſides 'his Aforber-Tongae, when 
the Goſpel firſt was Planted! And-*tis worth notcing\ * that the 
A received the Giftiof , Tongues , + becauſe chey were ro 
Preacty to-all Nations, barwe find mb infuſion of School- 
by the Hgly- Ghoſt, nor any more Gift bf Tongues, when the Goſs 
pel was once ſpread over rhe World. >. 

This is further very Remarkable that no Man can produce an 

of any Nation that was ever Converted to Chriſtianity 
by [hileſephical or Rhetorical Preaching, 

[ hope the Digreſſion will be excuſed, if I note the miſchief bf 
Ruckrlacsy For if fach be countenanced, we Hall never have an 
end : becanſe the Irch Men have to ſhew their Learning, will con- 
rinue this vain and unedifying Praftice. Poſſibly the Preacher 
frs in his Srudy all the week long, picking from this and, that and 
*tother quaint-Auchour, a few Beautiful Flowers; well; what thens 
then he comes on the Preaching day ( commonly. called«: Sada; ) 
with his Noſegay in his Hand (v:z. his Notes pinn'd upþint\4sBible) 
toenterrain Ladys and Conrtiers; Bnt -whatihaye-you't9 ſay to 
that? Vie fay nothing, but refer the Reader to the NVew-Te/tamer, 
and when he has ſeriouſly peruſed ir, ler him Att and Believe (with 
reſpect ro the Premiſes, as tharSacred Book plainly.Teaches bing 
for if that wor't do; nothing but # Miracle w11-do'm; 1 | oo! 71 

Before 1 proceed, give me leave [good Reader) ro tell yon, that 
by what Ihave here written, (partly from Perſons Eminent in our 
Church of England, and partly from my own experience and ob- 
ſervation) I would not be underſtood to cry down uilknane Learns» 
ing, as a thing of-no uſe; nor throw the leaſt diſparagement upon 
oug Famous and Reverend Divines, for I honour chem from. my 
Hearr, and know that amongſt the Clergy of: the Church of Eng- 
land, (as Eſtablifked by Law, ) there are as Eminent Men, Con- 
ſpicuous to all, not only for their Learning, but alſo for their Piety 
and Gracious Qonverſations, and their painful and Induſtrious La- 
tours in the Service of our God, as any in the World « No; no, 
"ris the Abuſe only 1 write againſt; and 'tis that alone I heartily 
wiſh were Reformed, : 

he 
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: The {nawlcdge of:the Orig eggs 1) whicti 16 Ber7sl 
verlg with thas Book mi its owns Expbar ted 


N 
diom, and that we may not. be impeſed by wrong Trarta- 
- 2 But withal let me add (Which monies Mar Lam ſhe 
will blame me for, 'if unbyals'd) that we are t& conſider the 
Bougds of Phylo/ophy and Humane Lazrrature 2 Theſe -are' ro be 
exerciſed. in the things that may be known bp|ehe of Nas 
tural Reaſon; Burt when they Travel beyond thar Road, and Baſt 
needs be defining ings beyond their Sphear,they become tra 
vagant and Saucy. uh 1 y 

his was the Judgment of thar Excellent and Leamed Lord 
Picw Earl of, Mir :4y'8, 0 1is Egiltle ro! AMidia Alanine 199, Aſian 
Scholar : dcringe, ts a4 P bildſap biamy feit\hbav Boe, mr AT Rev i 
unt/am offe Philoophian que « Myſttriotuns wheet ite Wiabiike nt * 
Philoſophia veritatem Gnarit'; Theologia Inveutt , "Rel: iv poſſedcr: 
That is, Addreſs your ſelf ſo. to thi'St Pod boy- thee no 
Phy ſhould ſeduce; you from: the Truth-of: the ayers 
(of Clnubpn, Religion) | Z 4rtſephy feels TrutkyDeriniry Gods tr 
(but) &i2i9n.polledies. itÞ 12mm - ai, SOT) off mh 161 
Every Thing is good-and ,propet-im- its plate, as for Ekdihs 
ple, Fire is uleful 1 the Chimney, but it! is miſchievons'} the 
onſe - Top. , There, hat which. before wonld Warn Your, or 
be, Serviceable Dre your Meat ji will Byrm yea andoyory 
Meagr 49 oi \t8le(s - yorean quench rr; on Rwpawmul fr) 
it, - Learning Þ goof! 45 an. And + Aa , "4. Fs hte, 
But if it muſt.necds be Miſtreſs; and Uſkurp-Atlthority inf the 
Family , if like Scofting Jmact Geneſis '21, 9i 'Gallar. 20; 
Ir will Mock a+. the Spirit, -anid' the Simplicicy of the'Goſper; 
let it be caſt out; For nothing Supream. will endure to'be Ri- 
val'd -in his, Authority. » Pexogarie:, eſpecially tir Divine 
raatters, is- as. tender” as the Apple:of ines Eyeo 1 07 207 T7 
There is no Sober and Impartial Divine, bur will "Grant; 
that it is the. work of Faith, by the- Aid of © Divine Reve- 
{ation , to, be Imployed in the Myſterys of Religion: From 
which conceſſion it is evident-, that when any Man under- 
rakes ro Teach. vs Diyjrity , by the-meer. \Guidance-of Nature ; 
( call it Natural Phyloſophy, Univerſity* Leaming 5" 'or what 
you will, ) but ſhews himſelf by ſuch an attempt as abſurd and 
Nonſens 
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tum Preachers that are Chriſtrans, bur 
to Reaſon People (if I could) one of extreams. ' For as on the one 
Hand I believe that meer Learning does not qualifioe a Mer: to 
be a Preacher, { on the other ſide 1 am ſatisfied ," that Graces 
without the giftof Urneraace and «4 ſoxnd 7 , accompanied 
with an Ability to Divide the word of Trath, ſuitable to the nece(- 
ſity of the Hearers, does not qualifie any Man for a Publick Preech- 
er. Of both theſe I rake che Church to be Judge, and am ſarisfi- 
ed thar without the - of a Chriſtian Aſſembly, ſuch as 
preſiime to take that them, where ſuch an Approba- 
tion may be had, are none of Chriſts — but thei own , 
Becauſe we ſhall ſo have no order, bur confuſion, which muſt not 
be Introduced into the Church of Chriſt, unleſs you will change 
the beſt of Governments, into the worſt of ' Anarchys, Let every 
AMan abide in the Calling wherenmo he is called, (ays the Evange- 
lical unrepealable Statute, 

t 


XUM 


TY 
hor Form. mary Om > carr 4 
Senſe. 1 have (faies oneof our Preletes,) ſeen fome 
<ind aches a few Queſtions; and 

p_o_ | 


his Eng4ſh, no more Hebrew. 
If Mcn would mark the form and 
what kind of Matter and Language the 
cyen to the Learned Scribes and Phariſees, atid- 
beginning of the ie would Inform what 
that's Cloathed in Tuch icious Attire, &c. Hee Ite. 
The Scope and Incention of this Di is to ſhew how this Sacred 
Office of Preaching is abuſed, and of what Influence that Abuſe is ro feare 
le away, who eto underſtand, and dirwige ary Door 6 ue 


oI ſhall conclude this Se#ior in imitation ota (tho 
not in his very-words) Thar if there be not{uck a parcel of th as call 
themſelves Preachers that Act thus, then no is concern'd in this 
Chara&ter ; bur if there be, the Abulc is worth Jooking after, in order to 
Reformation, if not Puniſhment, of {o great a Grieyance, 


i. —_ —_ ——. 


SEC. Ve 
Expreſs Scripture againſt Compulſion of Conſcience. 


HeſcExcellent and Important Truths mentioned, are not buile 
upon the firm Foundation of ſolid and unan{werable Jor:4 but 

alſo upon the Infallible Authority of the Law, and Word of God. Te 
convince you of which, pray be pleaſed to conſider the following 


CXtsS. 

Hear whazthe Apoſtle Paul faics, 2 Tim. 2, 24- (mark that this Epi 
(tle is written toa Biſhop) And the Servant of the Lord muff int firive, 
be gentle unto all Men ; ajt to Teach, Patient, (vr &Wizax@& Bearing.) ver. 
25. In weakneſs infrutting thoſe that poſe themſelves, if God peradncmre 


—_ 


(14) 
har claymgpinnteer clay ardwafoln Aro feb Hh; who are 14k 
its ids all ri 
Courles,'eventowards"Infalet>; andtharhe cxpretly fers down the righc 
Chriſtian Caucie- of Gouvi | Converting them, vie. By Chari- 
Hanan trated ' appairilt Seidir ous: ithhur- 
bers: ar the bens Cheer es agree with 


themiclves, in the Eſſential Arniclddot:Chrittianicy, to Dilputable Modes 
of Circumſtancial Ceremwodies, confts'd by ail wo be of Humane Orig. 
val ;' In Be Ee Sei hav rote thes who after he 
Teaches the” tus! +gtviſes ham ro-teave the tucccls to God ; 
Bar neva bracibaig,cofinbgrhem, 


'ayti 
Another Apoftl fo 3x; nk Condemn one another. James 4. 12, 
There is ond L (laics he) who is able to ſave and to deftt oy : Who art 
thou that Judge# another > ſuitable to which (mark I pray) what the toc- 
mer Apottle/taits , - Ram 146! 44 Who art thou that Fudge another. Mans 
Servant 7'to bis own klufer be fandeth or falleth y yea, he (hall be bo/den 
ap, for God is able to- make him and. ver. 5. One Nan &feemerh one Da 
above another : another eftremeth every Day a like. Let every Man be fully 
par ſwadedin hirown mind. vor. 22. Haſt thou Faith? have it tothy ſolf be- 
fore God. - Happy is he that Condemneth uot himfelt in that which he allow- 
loweth. That 1s, whoſe Conſcience accuſcrh nor his outward Profctlion. 
This om Prexehber of the Goſpet; rermmsfocondefeendino and 
moderate an Anſwer to a Calc of a far harder found than is here main- 
tained, which argues that he took” his geratle Pen from the ſoft Wing of 
the Dove. 1 Cor. 7. 12.8c.. If any Brother hath a Wife that believeth not, 
and ſbe be bmw ary to. gr him, let hromnot put her away. ver. 1. And 
the Woman which hath a Husban1 that beheveth not, and if he be pleaſed to 
dwell with her, let ber not leave him. were 44; For t elieving Husb 4 
is ſantifyed to the belfeving Wife( vir! iti a Matrimonial Correſpondenee.) 
And the unbetteving Wife is fanttiFyed to the Husband, &c. ver. 15. But if 
the imbelieving depart, tet lim depart; A Rrother or a Sifter is not in Bont- 
dage in ſuch Caſes : But God hath calted us to Peace.yer. 16. For what 
& thon 0 Wife, whether thou alt fave thy Hinsband + Or how knowe't thou O 
Man, whether thon ſhalt ſave thy Wife ? ver. 17. But as God diftribuned to 
every Man, as the Eord hath called every one; ſo tet himwalk, 4nd ſo Ordain 
I in all Churches. " 
ay 


(ag) 
.Þ 


Clomarsto Chetan bean jdm 
lige iſtian xdearage, than pain aty "19 
live peaccably wich meer Heathens. bmp 'that 2 Cor. 
1. 24. He — ome any CO 
raignty over the Conſcience, but only Commithonsto affiſtche Conſcien- 
a Fark, we hore fre fepe Foe ty Etch you nd. bm hl 
your Fait are s of your Joy: For you tan 

exattly jc vary gk > Lg hich Chriſt gave to bis Apoſtles, Go end 
Teach, (not compel) Math. & 19. And whoſoever ſhatinot receive yay ap pe 

hear your words, when ye out of that 77 ard City, ſhake 

your Feet, 3 we, ind —_ ed, At t3. Mar, hey erocommanded 
ro trample upon them Duſt of 
Religion had, never any inch Commilioo would not be- 
licve, they did cen let - alone mich ondy:that Teitimony 
that they had done their Dury, and Jetr chenutiy God. ia-Orhowwide- 
ly diflerent is this lizie Daſt-ſhaking; which neither Kiltd' nor Jayt'd 
any body, txom the Thunder-claps of. Po; iſb | Baits, Inrerditts, Surtebfiels 


+ lames Imjr1forrme nt s Fines f REC 1, 114, 15001 eres Mw 1 36 211751146 
Conjonangto thisPrinciple of aorprary] TT in(ira&Q 
tus Dikciples, Martha; 102 Be vet calle (chat is, \Inapoſers in Spi- 


ritnal Matters, or Lords over the Confcience) For ane « Matter, even 
Chrift; and all ye are Brethren. Fronwtheie Texts Re |infer whar you 
can rationally ,—for « were apo. ny Candicto theSun,tor merogo 
aboutto Iiluftrate them. 1 

I wonder what the Paricnt of the Tere amddeenal lening 
w 


them grow-together till A "Ay, -and'al 
Wheaztoo til the Spiricual Reaper oomcs,—unlels it be a ian Tok 
leration. 1 cannot any na Parable, but 


Dp Ougerec -—_ nm bo Gale veatu 
—torx may mor riomc certaindyeks ma 
ed by Corn-Weeders . T herefore 'tis _- 
to be quiet, and leave the management —_— S$piricual 
wad eototibe Harveſt;till he Orders thecontrary. 

That admirable Prefidemt of mildnels towards the Samaritans, a 
Tabolpicable fort of people, (thatrwould notrectiverven'© 

Nowblc, - Axia James and / wOHll be FiV 

dinek C ommanded down _ uk toC Conſtant t as in the 
Elias; but our chis ſweet at 


der reply, Lak. 9.55, 56: Te aw nt whe enter are of: y 


(26) 
the Son of Man is nat come to deftroy Mens Lives, but ts ſave them. This one 

le abundantly fatighesall Objections drawn from the Praftice of 
Elias, Felw, the Sons of Levi, 8c: in the Old-Teftament , For as they had 
an Expreſs Command from God to warrant their Zeal, we have an Ex- 
preſs Warrant from Chriſt ro Command Meekneſs. 

If any one ſhall ſhuffle in a ſuſprejorrthar thismoderate temper was meant 
only for thc T imes of Periecution; when the Chriſtians had no remporal 
power; let him firſt confcis tharthelewere the beſt and pureſt Times, and 
then ſhew a Warrant Dormant under our Saviowr's hand (that is in-his 
Goſpel) ro Commitlionate his Diſciples, as ſoot. as they ſhould ger the 
Sword into their hands, to uſe the {eycrity of Penal Laws againſt all dif- 
obeyers, and I ſubmit. Enenrne tack Authority, lertthem 
coniider whether compultion of | is conſiſtent wirh rhe juſt Li- 
berties and Priviledgesot.a Chriſtian. | 

The Churth RT not of Donatiſnr, nor that Romiſh Arro- 
gance which All Difſenters damn'd.No,no ;'tis evident both by 
publick Decaraons and the Writings and Preachings of many of the 
molt Eminent Church-men, that Salvation is not tycd up here, to a meer 
Conformity ro-what'the Eng/ih-Chmrch ditters in, from others ; Of this 
we havea treſh'and famous Inſtance in the Charirable and Chriftian-tthe 
entertainment given to the French Prote#ants that came hither for Sanitua- 
ry, from the preſent Perſecution in their Native Country. This clearly 
manifeſts that our ChurchQuarrels not with the Diſſenting-Protefants; For 
it would be a = ſtrange Ridd/e, tocntertain Procefants of the very ſame 

alton-with ſo-much eendernetsand holpicatiry , andat the very ſame 
nſtant,cxatt the wtmoſt mite ghat the Penal Laws requiregfrom their Pro- 
tetant Country-men,who dilagree in nothing from thelc forreign Brethren, 
but only in Language(I mcan with refpe&to Articles of Religion)lo that he 
that will charge the preſent Proſecuions the Church of England, docs 
her at one and the fame time. with ſeverity to our own Natives, 

and ity to Strangers of the ſame Profeffion. Now, fince it is not to 
be preſumed that the Church of England would act with ſuch Partiality and 
Condradi&ion,may we notrtationally conclude.that thisunſeaſonable Pro- 
ſecution,(when Popery is watching all opportunities tro Ruine Conformiſts, ag 
well as Nonconforazifs) is to be only on ſome particular Sclf-ſeek- 
ing perſons, or ſuch as donot calm vtakder what c Circumſtances of 


ke Jolgment of His Majeſty, and the Reſolves of our laſt Parlia- 
menes de tech 


men, that hayc given ſecurity ro the 
Goyernment, 


true Patriots and C 


/ 


W/ 


acccompli 
on of fuch La 


as ſtand lookt upon, 
Votes, aSaforeſaid ; And which (ts er fy Anguf# Aſlembly ( 
Lords, and Commons) when His Mazcſty will be pleaſed to call a 


ment, will mitigate, to the great joy of many Innocent Subjedts, 
mind only their own particular Concerns, and quietly ſubmit to the 
bliſh'd Government. 


SECT. YL 


of eng ofthis, there cameto my handsa Paper new! 

wich this T icle, 4 Second Arguvent for a more 78 Union 
—_— good Brgy, a 6. the Sans: 
ment after the manner of t .hurc England, is jufi Ac. 

I etterto @ Friend. Becaulc the Scoje of iris not only to ako 

of England, (which: I do not in the leaſt reflet upon) bur alfoto fix an 
Odium upon Diſenters, and rendes theny more incollerabke in the Eye of 


the Government, than the Chacity'of many Pious and Con- 
formifs cither delire, or think Eafonable; I have rag 
able ro the Nature of ny Subject, to leave a few 
upon it, And, Wo — 
1. If the Converſion of ſuch Diſenters, as are mentioned p! 1. be really 
the Efiet of Conviftion of mind, without any ſiniſter F ſhall nor 
blame.them for walking accordmg rotheif for that were to contra- 
dit the Deſign of chele few viz. The Exerciſe of « Charit 
prom towards our weak Brethren. Bur if it be meerly for feat of the Pe- 
nal on there likewiſe mentioned, it is probable that the Advo- 
cates of ſuch a practice, (viz.) ro Conform to ſuch thin oy before 
cry'd down as not Evangelical, or at beſt think ſill ro be wu.) will 
hardly prove Martyrs. | 
Temporizing is Diametrically oppoſite to the Nature of Chritianity,And 
ſuch as are foriclhſh worldly ends, lift thernſelyes among the pureſt Pro- 
, or 
_ for 


fefſors of Evangelical Truths, axe juſtly branded with the 
Name of Hypocrites, But whether theſe Men do it out of Conkianee, as 


(28) 
wer 22 I knows, jor: bo is the Searcher of Hear; 


VE 1T. 


þ- 2. are {© exe and uninellig har | cannot 
nel pk de meaning it, If by Sons of Leviathan (bating the -un- 
of the Phraſe )be mcart, the Romiſs Clergy; the Paper then oy 
poles ſuch, 40 be Indruttors arnong the Digenters, and of great In 
overthem: -Bur-that isno lels- char a, malicious and groundleis Slander. 
2, | Challenge this Authortogutitific'the furmilc by any Demonftrative 
CES, 
2. Ifit =— the Teachers of the Diſſenters, (for one of theſe it muſt be) 
oh arc repreſented as frighting the people? from ne prope rom Confer? and _ 


them out of Cheb ca ganas Aoeers, Ant 
Author produce t ords or Writings of any eminent Nonconformif# 
Preacher or rangi wig that have branded the Church of England with that 
Odious Epithete, and I will joyn _ _ roabhor the Calumniators. All 
Sober Diſſenters yniverlally agrec _— Hierarchy is the - 
chrj FO lan eek, tres —_ well proved in a 
tiſe Tre , by a Diſſenting ng dry And «or them to 
c the G Nat of” England another! Ameichraf, \is net only.diſcoryonanr 
and avowed: Principles, but rhe higheſt violation obrhat 
OY: m Dies Principle of Love which they owe to their Chrifian 
Conforming Brethren, that agree with them in all the-ſfubſtantial pans of 
the Faire gd diferonlyin Circuraltzaccs confeiledby ledly indittercne by the 


"I lp to find fuch a Scheme ok Divimiry inthis Paper, Þ J«- as 
I'never yet ſaw or heard froma Protef.ant Writer. All things neceflary to 
Salvation air Os Lex down by this Author, in; rhefe Jour particu- 
z/ Fl AMcs. 
, &, Learning of goadOatechilm, to aid and condutt thetrBalth- 
good and wellConpeſed Form of Prayer ta diſcharge —_— 
T'T hear Learned and Good Men Preach to' revive and quicken them 


ty 
i, 7 F Square and Regulate their Lives by Moral Precepts (or the Law of 

uture, 
Here's the ome total of what's neceſſary to Salvation yo this 4mthers O- 
Rei Bur he is not content  Dogmatically to make ſo Dirninutive 2 
uftion of Chrifianity, but will alſo enſure your Soul for you, in theſe 
ords, ————< The which [meaning the ſaid particulars} wholoever 


x; Ol bumbly and carcfully oblcrye, conſtantly and mo 


to 


(29) 
% den bad been the | 
«Cha Log W hon Can Salvanion;,and —— 
x qu Ga bem, and be canes touted hai 
t carry, &c: 
1; As cotheFut, tis contetldrhat = cellttus ecorubedi by 
unuIve and lince; a ri tnanaged, it 15'a' he< 
celaayrenpediens tolavorm the >< fr Buc L never 
yer know that ic was made 50 lead t nn = > mr pn 
ro wg ation, before. Ir isa means indeed, which (astheSpirir irir of God'In- 
tluencct)may be Inftrumencally (ubſervieat-to Convert the unconverted. 
But 'tis meer Popery to Attribute any ſuch Virtue to ir, as if the meer 
Learning of a bare Form of Catechiftical Dnefians and Anfwers, were a 
thing neceflary to Salvation ; and thisI take to bethe Papers meaning. *' 
way ot Catechi/mg: in the Primitive Ages of Chratianity, —_— for 
ſome of the Church E/ers wcall the Yourly. and other 
cogether, at ſome certain Times, and examine them concern 
Faith, alwaics explaining what was obſcure-ro their weak omerning h 
ings, nottyin themclves to any Form, bur admuniſtring their * arſions 
and ſhaping their In/tru#tjans as the Capacity of the Carec 
like Divine Schoo!- Malters teaching thew Spiritual Pupils, and with 20 
Prayers recommending the ſucces ro God, the: Converter ot Souls. $6 
that Catechifing is no more chan a Chriſtian endeavour, or cxpecient for 
the egetting of Faith, —ot an aid and condutt of Faith (asthe Paper words 
it) becauſe the perſons Catechif'd, were = 1m to be yet uncorverted, 
Belides, ro make form al:Cater hrjing a poſ) ve means of Salvation, is-to 
Damn all that have not th nity toLcarn irby Heart, and yerchat 
thexe-aro many fock in-the Welthi, that ane dievinheles Criad, fort 
doubtedly known to this Axthor, who ſcemsto make ChryfLanity confilt i 
External Forms aud a Moral Deportment, or | 
2: As tothe Second, viz. A good and well Compoſed Porne of Prayer to 
difcharge their Devotion. It ſounds ſodifferentfrom Projingmh the Spiris 
and Under tanding, that I cannot but marvel at it. 
F donot at all b ak for rhev may, for 
(ated know, Pray with the Spirit likewi ng the Form 
{cr1 our "Lord Jeſus himielt, Marth. 6. Bur _—_ i$asclcar as the 
in allthe New Tehament, nor the Firſt Three Hundred Yea 
_ can be produced any Record of known Craps, cha any [ti 
Forms wete Impoſett; And good Reaſon, for all rhe-Children of God, 
RP I oem Tan: their Heavenly Father. ' And choogh 


(30) 
their Petitions are expreſſed in Liſping Not the unutrerable 
CE art GELS Sons 
viog Father would deny his Child bro nb tad, becauſe he 


Bur tor this Author tomake a Form of Prayer neceſlary to pa, is 
to Damn ſuch as will not, or do not, makechel Applications to the Mer- 
cy Seat, in the ſtinted and Compoſed Conceptions of others, which polſi- 
bly may not reach their Caſe , or (as he calls it) diſcharge their 
Devotion. . | 

3. Asto the Third thing neceſſary to Salvation, viz. To hear Learned 
and Good Men Preach, to revive and quicken to Duty. 1 ay, That to at- 
end the Sacred Diſpenſations of the Word of Truth, in order to growth in 
Grace, and Spiritual Edification, is aChriftian Duty, —And thatthe Preach. 
er ought to be Learnedin the Scriptures, and a Good Man, that is of tuth 
Goodneſs as theutmolt pr r ir, can atrive at. If the Aathor nacans 
by Learning and Goodneſs, what may be meerly attainable by School 
Faculties, and that which the Phibſophers call Mora/ity, ab(trafted from 
the Influences of Converting and Evangelical Grace, I muſt Diſſent from 
him till he proves, that Chriftianity and Morality are one and the {ame 
thing 3 Or that, Morality is that Grace by which we are ſaved through 
Faith. If heproves that, it will follow that the coming of Chriſt to Plane 
an Evangelical Religion in the World, and by his Death to ſave Mankind 
was unneceſhry, becaule Salvation might have been attain'd by the Phi/o- 
fophy of Plato, and the reſt of the Heathen Moralits, This Authors Divi- 
nity ſcemsto look this way : For his fourth thing neceſſary to Salvation, 
is for Men to Square and Regulate their Lives by Moral Precepts(or the Law 
of Nature.) To which I fay, That Chriftians ought ro do not only this, 
but more too, ſo that Chrifian Duty termunates not here ; It is not confti- 
ned to praCtical or ſpeculative Morality, which is only a Branch or Specics 
of Chriftianity, and is as much in _ below that Faith and Spiritual 
Gracethat ſaves the Soul through the Efficacy of the Blood of Chrif, as the 
Body is belowthe Soul. The one is exerciſed in Principles of Common 
Equity berwixt Man and Man, ——comprchended in laying, Do 
gue world be = unto: 20 other _ _ ina Spiritual a _ 

Divinity by Faith, Prayer, and other Goſpel Graces, which Natura 
Philoſmy (mecrly conlider'd as ſuch) can no more , than a Man 
ſtark Blind OO > beg et out of his Grave 
before the All guickning poyer of the Mediator raisd him. The Goſpe/ 
repreſents ſuch as were Naturally Alive, to be Spiritually Dead. And Hr 
0 


XUM 


XUM 


(31) 


loo; hy without Grace is Charafter'd by the Apofle to be a vain, ſeducing & 


thing. | . SO TIUE# 
Before I touch he Renton chs LIE, in _jucetion EY 
conformiſts taking the Sacrament after the manner of the Church of Eng- 
land, give me leave to put in this Caution ; That I do not in what I write 
diretty or indirett(y, diſpute againft the Lawfulneſs of the Adminiftr ation of 


Piſent out of = Conſcience, though they ſufter 

cems does not care to beconcern'd i 
al, whilſt they behave themſclyes peaccably and duritully rowards the Ci- 
vil Government. And to give him a hint, that if he be one of thoſe well-. 
meaning Diſſenters, that has Comverſed well near Jo Tears a them ( as 
he ſays ) p. 1. then either he ſaw their folly and groundleſs 
(as he angerly calls it) before the preſent jut or not: It he ſaw it be- 
tore, and would not make diſcovery of it in order to his fall and firm U- 
wion, as he Baptizes his Pamphlet, how can he clear himſelf of Unfaithfut- 
neſs, a not —— e, = _ _ this B/efed qp—_—_— ſooner, 
that ghr prevent the j ie of the Government, ufterings 
of {© nw; Poor Families ashe talks of. 

Bur if he be but a new Proſe/itetothe Church of England and is Converted 
on a ſuddain, ason the one hn IG ſulbett him, becauſe 
he chuſesa time of ſuffering toforiake his Old Brethren, and think him a 
Temjorizer : {© on the other hand, he will be lookt upon as a Novice in 
Reformation,and Old Experienced Men, will hardly be perfwaded toLearn 
their Keligion from the little pedantick ſubtilties of ſuch yariable Diſen- 
ters, who move with the State Com} aſs. 

Theſe things I ſpeak not ſrom any prejudice __ the Author, (who- 
ever he be) bur roput him in mind, in a Spirit ewe cher would 
better become him rather to exerciſe Charity towards his ca Bre- 
thren, (if he has been a Diſenter) and ſince he has freed himſelf from the 
laſh of ſuffering, that he would not add to their burthen, at ſo Licentious 
a Rate as _ . this gn mn —_— mn _ __ —_— 
them to as they are willing to leave him quietly to 
the ſecure Station he hascholen. _— o 

Ia. 4. he begins his Proofs, which the Judicious and Conſcientious 
Recs erin look 19on 00006 AR IIS All that hay © 

mar 


J ) 


( 
mark astothar, will be this, becauſe my Work is yorto difapprove the 
Communion of the Church of Eng/and, butto intreatthe Proſecutars to ſhew 
Chriſtian Compathon to peaceable Diſenring Proteſtants; that this 4urhor 
would it he wriccs a Third Argument, reſolve me a tew plain Bueries. 
1. Whether the politive Rules fer down by the — Legifrtcy 


(with reſpe to his Ordinances) are not to be obſerved by Chriſtiaus ex- 
atly, without any Addition or Subſtraftion, as near as can be > 

2. Whether it benot an Impeachment of the Divine Þ iſdorr, toſuppoſe 
his Laws imperfeCt 2 Or that he ſtafds in need of Sprritnal Privy Conneil, 
$0 ce and Eſtabliſh the Circumſtances of his Lordſhip ? 

3. Whether, it the {laid Divine Laws be pertet, and unalterable, (as 
they cenainly arc)any quiet, and Conſcientious Diſenter, ought ro be 
puniſhed for Non obſervance of ſuch Ceremonies as are contelg'd to be of 
a meer Humane Original 2 

4- Whether it be an Argument of Piety, for fuch as have got on the 
warm fide of the Hedge, topelt dirt at thoſc that cannot ſtride to largely, 
or jump over ſonimbly as they do? 

For my part I thought, and ſtill think, that the things neceſſary to 
Salvation, may be comprehended under this ſhort Sentance, viz. To Love 
God with all owr Hearts, and our Neight ours as oxr ſelves; which is the Epi- 
-= of Chriftian Religion, and a Compendium of the firſt and ſecond 

e. 

Faith in Chriſt Jeſus, the Saviour of the World, whois God, Co-cqual 
and Co-cflential with the Father, and.a Life and Converſation ſuitable to 
the Sacred Rules of the Scriptures of Trath, which comprehends Mor 2/ity 
and Duties purely Divine too, do conſtitute a Chriſtian : And it this 
Mans Scheme of Refigion mentioned before, be true, which as far as | can 
fee, reaches no further then to what the Law of Nature reaches,  —then 
he may«throw away that ſuperfluous thing called the Bibi, and ſtudy 
Seneca,and Hobs his I eviathan, &<. 

Certainly this Amthor has but a deſpicable Opinion of Faith, though 
the Scripture ſays, That "tis impoſſible to pleaſe God without it z' when he can- 
not afford it a little room among his things neceflary to Salyation, — 
enly ſuppoſes Men to have it, by which I hayc ground to ſuſpe&t, that the 
Faith he means, is nothing bur ſome kind of Moral perſwafion, or other, 
that being ſuirable tothe reſt of his Diſcourſe. His hetle Pedanrick Di- 
&mm2's, to juſtifie the Communion of the Chweb of England, p. 4, 5,6 


w 


J, 
3, 8. are meerly frivolous ; becauſe no ſober, nor wiſe Diſſe (as far as 
Icaa fee) Condemns that jon. Tx only forme things reſpett- 


* 


= 
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ing che Circumſtances of that way difallow, as being 
not {o exifty Quodrate he Rale herefore let this Autbor, (if be 

wil do any thing to the purpole) leave beatingthe Air,and drawa 

lel between the Communion he juſtifies, and whar is written 

Scripture, 

'Þ Reipetting the perſons Adminiſtring. 2. The perſons reecivin 
3 The mannce how. 4. The Time when. And 54. in rin 
And it he makes them agree, then he will Convert all the —_ in 
that great Point, for which ſuffer. But if they donot agree, 
this Dilemta-maker giveus ſome Reaſons tor the Diſparity nd by what 
Authority thealteration was made : Or elſe in od can Ny, 
bed and bhander it out in plain Eng nk ſe w reed l 
are ſubſervient to the Infirutions that Humane Hye ties to ſiperaald 
would wichal, intrcat the Aathor to bleſs the World a like parallel 
about Infant-baptiſm, that he may reduce thoſe Diſenters that ND no 
good Opinion of ir. 

But now comes the Mortal Wound (as he thinks) have a care poor 
Phanatichs ! Here the greatef# number of them are « _ to. 
my tp les dangerouſly Heretical, and mot __— apo ve Chat, 

eſſed God, 4, they ungod him. Thisis molt 
—_— I pray ? By wolin ng him the greatef Author i mi ES 
&c. by their idle Dreams about his Peremptory and Eternal Decrees. OhI 
There'sthe bulincſs; this is the cxcellenrand ſtupendious folly [hae fire: 
trick] which he admires at. 

Here you {ce how he brands the poar Digenters for the muy 
ble of Hereticks ; ; and how does he prove it > Why he Fathers an 
curemg winked Khepads of kc Devil —— 
out a wW K as 
Carncheds ou fl Chari with theDiſenters. ._- * 

For mypart thought ir had _ fuch a Date 


lieve, Thet God Colfroordanw _ 14 come fiend 
ET nn ce 
Straw, an i 

What] ſhall ay; in gy” £3 


ist 
an [x bn of this Herefe, wit That tha 
Boar Me aorta ts  . 7 com 
_ 10 be-no ater then! 


istoo uncharitable ro- | the 
ters onth3;whe for EEE 
, 2 
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(34) 
as Predeftinetion, Eleftion, &c. asthe Scripture repreſents and as the 
part of the Church of England holds. _ 

» I could wiſh that Men were temperate, and moddt in writing and 
ing of theſe Secrets of Gods Decrees, and torbear to 
Conſcquenccs with ſuch violence from doubtful and obfeure places. Mca 
have got ſuch an Ich to Elpoule A inion or , that no 
reaſon can remove them from it fanity languiſhes in the 
very Vitals of it, by thele Brawls and Animolttics. I have known tos 
16any that won't trouble their Heads with the maſt certain and moſt Im- 
portant Durics of the Golpel, that inſtrad of reading the Commandments, 
and theplain Praftical Partsof Scri; ture, will nezds be makiag Commeas 
Fa» the obſcurelt Allegories of the Prophets, and the Revelation of Se. 

a 
with 


» Pray whatneceſlity haye we to contound poor funple Chriſtians 
thoſe Tricks,which much Idle and Licentious Wi irs, peſter the 
Church of Chri# ? I was cnough tor the Apoſtle ro know nothing but Je- 
ſus Chrift, and him Crucified, (as was laid) and 'tis moſt affureily rus, r 

whatſocycr is nccellary to Salvation, is fo plainly laid down in the Scrip- 
ae, that the meaneſt Capaciry may (bythe aid of Divine Grace) under- 


dit. 
'Tis therefore a m—_— picce of wanton neſs to be pecping into the 
Secret Cabinets of the Almi Ye gn Lam ſure, ſuch Foolerics have done 


much miſchict in the World. | 
$. 'Tis cnough for us to know thatthe Lord God hath choſen a people 
he Rn viz. ſuch as believe in him, and obey his Laws, and that he 
Th i his Ges nd M d diſobey his Golpel 
2 as re Acc 4 , an us Golpe 
will fall under his Exeroal Wrath. Hh ; 
With this Belicf I content my felf, and firmly bold, ThatGod is not, 
nor cannot be the Author of any Evil, but oa the comrary that he is the 
Antber of all Good. Ibelicyc that Mans Damnation b purely and Ori- 
inally from hisqwn wickednc{s , and that his Eternal ON is HOt 
an Decoetof God which whaloever fſaics, dors at the famie time 
affirm, God does Damn him for what he cannot pollibly avoid. 


that pri 
prepari toreccive hisGraceand faving T ruahs, throug 

© nad Iafucnce of che Holy Spirit. This is my Creed, in this Poi 
hese I reſt, not propoſing by way of acpaſition. on ether, Bas 00 ew 
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th, which i 
thodox,and would lead us toche defireable Manfony 
our Pulpit-Wars havea long time keypr us. 

I doubt ſome Intemperate Zeatots, that would as foon —_—_ 
Eyes, as their po __ grumbling at what | lay, asto0 favourable 
toone lideor hot unjuſt cenſare, © | Challenge 
thera to mend it, Methiaks itr Trudks, an lome ſuch like, 
robe for the people to know 


do theChurch no good ſervi 


| = ne he Thunder - Boles, able to ſcare Dy  Deſpatr? God Com- 
his Nd Br het ek ewes err rag 4 


ieye, 
impollble potlble for them lavii ok cher Norms be Regiirod in hes 
black and irreverhible i Roll. 

I do not deſign to refleft npon any, nor ——_—— ſelf with thoſe 
who follow 4r minis, or Caivins ] anriorry to hnd cxtreams on both 
hands. I would only beſ-ech Difenters to Preach necel "Ne 
and ler the hidden Decrees of God alone, with g_ unae 
ons; which praftice will undoubxedly be of great 
and will preventthe Bawling of ſuch onde _ yas thi ban who T belicve wil 
notQuarrel with what I here write, horrible 
ces upon itz and yet Lam ſure, all Sober Denys aroltamady Fo Fo 
I never yet metany of them, but upon a 
x, were obliged by lair Argume meatto own it. And beg that belicyes 
belicyes , a5tothis Pbint,aad mort will bur diſtrat and 
the plain honeſt Chriſtian.” L have beenthe longer about rhus, roſer 
this Amthor know-that his cbarge of Horefe is ſtxetche! unrexonably wide, 
and 1 hope Ihaye gain'd thus muchiby taking norice of chis 
that upon a ſerious and unbyaly'd peruſal of this few Remarks, any Rea- 
der of common Capacity will bee ana of better Arguments chen he 
uſes. And 'tis hopd-that our Courch will uſe thagway 'of ry > Dif. 
fonter's, vis. Ma .hriltian Dapatcs, am! Conferences, Sooet Bnwbely 
Pepinainns, win hop Pryor cer Which were 

capons of the Primicive not ſuch Whirlwind and Thiindes, 
as ſorne certain Kepog as -youer & « Aker, pr thereabours, —_—_— 


op lite Tcatrerd | Fleor of cheir @nondaw Priends.”- 
'# caandt but wonder at the unparalled Confidence of this 
Pamphlct, char bluſhes not to charge the preareſt part of the Be#faries, (as 
yea ey eapopaning Pratefant Diſſenters ) with making God 
the of wickedne/s, in ſuch terms as quoted before 5 which is no leſs 
then to charge them with theb/erheft of Bli/phemirs. - Now the Laws of 
our Land have provided Condignpuniſtinear for chat (moſt) Morſtroys 
ot 1 reaſons, ayainfttheKing of Kings. Arid the Author canivor acqui 
himſclt of Mifprifon, it he gives nut a Catal gar of fuch horrible Datin- 
gents, that rhe Law may puniſh cheat, and that all Chriſtians may ſhin 
them as the worlt of Hereuckry. Lerhim produce thar, rogether with Le- 
gal Evidence, and then far Faftitias Jet riew Tylzrns be creed for them, 
it the Legitlarive Ambory thinks ft. | Hh 40 

Reader, Ihave almoſt. dove with this Pamphlet, which I belicve wil 
Profclitc only (uch as areunder the Influcnce of fomcthing I ſhall not 
name. y-give me lcavetoadd a tew Lines by way of obſervation, 
. upon the ſrecamen, the Author gives of the Wit and Policy of theſe giddy 
Set aries, (as hc calls them.) | 
- Wondd they have (irs he)p. 12.) Arch-Biſkops —Biſhops —the Left Cler- 
1,—e/1 the beft Clergy of England, —Tythes,—Univerfties —Pariſh Le- 
gy —Down # This he Anfwers with a parcel of Gingling, Tes, Tex, 

s, 
Then to fill up the Vacuicics, he infinuates that theſe fame Settaries 


would Eleft Tinkers, Taytors, Watermen, Shoomakers, Coffee-men, Hat- + 


Dreſers., &c. concluding with a pious Ir#7y, That the Chriſtian World muft 
be acquated mith this Honowrable—Reformation ! 

In the ſurſt place rhe Slander is Venemous, and the Deportment of the 
Grave and Reverend Nonconformef Preachers ſince His Maieſtics happy 
Reſtauration, confutesthis wild Calumny. , Lect him name thoſe giddy 
Fools, and let them be expoſed for their ſillineſs; El lee hiny avoid the 
_—_ of turning a falſe Acenſer of the Brethren, if be can. ''- © * 

that Protefant Diſſenters deſire, is but a Liberty roſetye their God, 
according totheir Light, in Corrages, or any where, quietly, wthoutany 
Combination againſt the Government; nor do cn Ay —» oh wp 
vernours of the-Church their Dignities or Revenues. When they do 
otherwiſe, let chem be ſtigmatiz'd with a Witneſs for me; forthen 


A being the Difciples of Chriſt, whoſe Kingdom (i, 'not "of 
WW . , £ 
Secondh, If be has been a benehc'd Holder reb among thele _ 
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cen og 
Demonſtrared wh wil | | 
MT eo 6 igaibes noching- There 
hey Gage hu Lemonans ily -_ thanks tor that Civility, 


Ved br Gaya Pamphic Fs og 
wour 'anſew 19 te to have doch purcher'd a common, —their o_- go « Beg- 


«IT | mult cankcs isa frighthul andable to ſcare their Preach- 
ers away from them, it they only gape jor a Benefice. Bur the - 4uthar 
did net conſider that chis is a good A on.enind bb Inctquations of 
their Ambion, bars tor betrue, then the Government. nocds not fraz 
thera, and the Proſecution of Penal Laws may be {par'd, when the Setie- 
ries make no provifon for their Miniſters, nor do lnonperarethemiches 
intoa formidable Fation. Belides, fince the oa is thus (or the Pam- 
phlctiellsa Whisker) cither the Diſentivg Kragber s, (as formerly hint- 
ed)arc Foolsro goa ing, when they may be welcome$Q our Church, 
and provided for, or clie their Di ffient is tram | gn ey and ſo, 
Chriſtian Charity would rather pitry then perlecute them. 

To conclude this Sefton, it che Authoy of this Paper thinks fit togoon, 
let him produce Arguments ot weight and folidity, and wave the Lan- 


guage of Reprogch, and. be will Fiben qamvinee ws, ox be auſwered* 
Y 


"—_ m—— _ _ 4 4 _— is. i. A. — th 4 A... 
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Frer this tedious Parertheſes, which unlogks for, fell lin oywar ol 
—— JAllune my rs and in pany ay er oy Fn 
that che Imzention of the Low-mrakers, -was tor lupproſſing Sedian, 
Conlſpiracies againſt ng Government, and not meerly ao puniſh quiet” 


And will in play hgnans, ive yMtan Ab- 
yr pw afen Lee lately a iy yo | 


— pen dom Nay _ [> os 2 Sora 
Jawies are ne Fats, a ought, © 
ted agaiudt them, Fi 


would bave them pus bein apa 


(W) 
Difearing Proteflanes, for not coming to Church, | and receiving the $a- 
C 


2. The Laws indeed that were made againſt Puritan Seftaries (as they 
call chem) or Diſenting Proteſtants. The Starutcs of the firſt fort, are in 
Number five, viz. The 1. Elzabeth, ca. 2. the 23. Elizabeth, ca. 1. the 
259. Elzabeth, ca. G6. the 1. Jac.ca. 4. and \; Yac. Ca. 4- 

Here | Reader, I thought to have enlarged, but upon ſecond 
thoughts (having refoly*d tobe as briefas may be)I judge it more to your 
{atisfation to you toa late TI reatiſe Intituled, Engl Liberties, where 
from p. 171. to p. 209. you have this Subje& handled with much g- 
ment, candor, and clearneſs ; the Book is-to be had at any Bookſellers, 
and-is well worth every Eng/iſh-mans perulal. 

The Author plainly demonſtrates that theſe Statutes intend only the 
Proſecution of Paputs, and therefore all the reaſon and equity in the 
World will difallow their being put in Execution againſt e Pro- 
teftant Subjets, who are no way concern'd in thera ; which was the Opi- 
nion ot the Houle of Commons, who were more likely to Interpret a 
doubtful Law , then ſuch particular Juſtices and others, as are now lo 
bulie to Execute them againſt the mind of the Law-makers. 

Sabbati, Sexto Die Nov. 1080. 


* Reſolved nemine contradicente, That it is the Opinion of this Houle, 
© that the Ads of Parliament made in the Reigns of Queen E/zabeth 
* and King James, againſt Popiſh Recuſants, ought not to be extended 
* againſt Protef ant Diſſenters. 

tthe 35th. of Elz. isnot now in force, the ſame Anthor Evidences 
by fach ſolid and convincing Demonſtraricns, tharthey are in my judg- 
mentunanſwerable, p. 181. &c. | go 

And the fum is, that there are now no Laws in being to puniſh the 
Conventicles, and the Non conformift Miniſters, who did not Contorm to 
the Aﬀ# of Uniformity, made in the Reign of His preſent Majeſty ; Bur 
the Atcommonly called the Five Mile, or Oxford At, andthe Conven- 
ticle At, made the 22h. of our preſent Soveraign. Thelc you have allo 
judicioully handled, Ibid. 

He that will ſeriouſly peruſe theſe ſeveral Statutes, and lay aſide preju- 
dice, muſt needs conclude that it is not the meer Diſſent which our Lew- 
m— intend to puniſh, for the Conventicle AQ allowsany —— C. 

orſhip God in their own way, provided there be no more then 
perſons belides the Doxefichs. * Nor does it puniſls mecrly for the pum- 
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L. gy  Ome Rbyw'd ts Death), Briig a ColleFiolt of Cheitt Prem 
R Written by the Sh Wild, pr! SernnetyS rs 
Beſt modern Wits. Price Bannd One Shilling. 
Il. Caraftrephe Mundi, or Merlin Revie'd: Being a Dif 
courfe of Prophecies and Prediltiony, with their —_— 
| z 


a with Mr: Lil Hier e&, exactly 
and Netes-and er vations thereon ! Ep Collebren of all 


the_ Ancient Repured Prophecies that are Extanit the 
Grand porter ou lke : 4 happen in theſe on ke 


Bound 17. : 

IN. The Proteſt aus School- Maſter, Contaning ard ea- 
fie DireCtions for Spelling and Reading # {wp her 
with a brief account of the B le 
Plots, Treafons, and moſt Inhumane Tortures commirted by the 
Papiff; upon the Proteſtants for 600 years nl to this very 
Time, in all Countries wherethey have uſipe Anthority roexer- 
ciſe their Cruelty ; That is the Perſecution of the Proteſtanes in - 
Piedmont, Bohemia, Germany, Poland, Lithuania, France, hah, 
Spain, Portugal, the Low-Conntries, Scotland, Ireland, and Eng- 
land , with a Deſcription of the variety of their Torrures, In- 
graven upon Copper Plates. Price Bound 2 5. 

IV. The Preſent State of Landon, Giving a full account of 
all things relating ro the Ancient and -Modern State of this 
Honourable City, Viz. Its Antiquity, Orignial, and Name. 
Its Scitwation. Its [ucreaſe, Length, Breadth, &c. Inhabitants, 
PublickStrucures, as Walls, —_— Churches, Monu- 
ments, Hoſpitals, Palaces, and es of Nobility: A full 
Account of the Kings Court, Weftwinſfter- Hall, and the Courrs + 
of Juſtice held their; of the High Court of Parkemen, of Ex- 
changes and Halls, Ions of Court and Chancery, 
Of Londen Bridge of the River of Thamer,and the Juriſdiction of - 
the Lord Mayer, &c. there, of the New River, the Govern- 


ment of- Londen. (1.) Seolefiaſticaly (2;) Temporal: Urider -1 
which is given a full t of its and Publick - | 
Officers : A Liſt of all the*Mayors and from the begin- ' | 


ning to this Year, The + Grandenr, Sotemn Cavah 
cades of -che Lord © Mayer, An Abſtratt of the Charters, 


and Particular Laws of Leados: An Account of all the Courts + 
UI »-« 


"> 


"1 Todos: (4 \Ths | )\ Ancient and Modern 
State of the Train'd s, the Compaiiy,-&v. Of 
the. Bamefhck, and Forre:gn' Fraxe. of London, of. Merchants 
arg eechandiziog in General, of, Bartering, Buying, 
Exchanging, the Original of Money, the Corporations, wi 
their Coars of Arms Blazon'd. Of Gaila-hall, Blackwel-hall, 
Lradegrbail, Hick's-ball, &c. Of the Cultome-Hovule,, Docks, 
Ports/4, Markets  Navy-Office , Poſt-Office, the Rates 4gr 
Frates, of, 'Watgrmes , 'Carmen, , Coachmen : An -Acconnmtinf 
the Carriers, Wagoners, and - Stage- Coaches that came from 
all gaus-of Exg/ard and Wales, into the Reſpettive. nos 
London, with the days of their * coming in and ſerring forth, 
An Hiſtoucal Account of themott Meroorable Wars, Tumults, 
Fues,. kpidemicat. Diſcaſes;Raricies, Accidents, &c, That have 
la An Londen, A Liſt ofthe preſent Aldermen, and 'the 
Reſpettive Wards.they Govern, the Officers of the Lord- Mayors 
Houle, Officers,Serjants, Yecomen, &c. Of the Two Connters,@ c, 
With many other Remarkable things largely Treated of, Illn- 
ſtrargd rad; he of. .the moſt jenna Places in the 
Cicy, Cyrioaſly-lagraven in Copper Plates. By Tho. De Lawne 
Go. Price Bound Two Shullings Six-pence. 

V. Romes Follies, or the Amorous Fryers, A Comedy as it was 


lately Atted ata Perſon of Quallitics Houſe, And Dedicated 


to my. Lord Shaft rbwry. 
VI. SomeReaſons for oppearien fromthe Communion of.the 
c 


Church of, Enelaxd, and the unreafonablencſs of Perſecution 
pon char ' Account in a Dialogue. 


ADVERTISEMENT, 


T* Pere is now in. the Preſs. a wery,plctul Book, Intituled, 

A! (The Childs Deliy bn, Containng g>cnpune Carcchiſm, 

vi6erein 4] the: Chief Principles of +he. "Chiithian Religion arc 

Clearly ( thottgh' briefly ) oper'd, necefiary to Eftablifh young 

People in Gords, Truth, in Oypohuon 1raPopery m theſePertious 

Fmes; together Frith many other 4hings, both Fleaſant-and 

Uſd forme Ehriftian Eougpnen of Yau, Uivftrared with 
jeveral Piltares cutrotdly Epgraven ty, « Plaxes, ByB, K, 
Atitbor of the ft 4r with rhe-Deviſv ot by Tiak paler ate 
Pornor of Great tid Little Tower-ſtreet.. nd 1by fohn; How-next 
vor 9 the Blew-Bore wrhoutBbopigeteg Priiec Bannd 6 Penge, 


os uſt Laws of England delign to ſuppreſs. Bur it ther 
} nr Cc 
| | . . ( . . 


tention of the Legiſlators, viz. ro you only the guilty, 1 w_ 
Scatures cn 


red before that, 
lite rothe Law and 


God, thar ittells you in down-right gas, That no Att of Par- 
lament, or Law, EC to es of God, is of any force, Finch. 
P- 3. And that no Man of what Eftate Degree, or Condition whatſo- 
ever, hath power to diſpenſe with Gods Law, a» all the Clergy of the 
Realm, and mojt of the Univerſities of Chriftendom, and we 4 affirm, 
28. H. 8g. And againf Scripture, Law, Preſcription, Statute, 
nor Cuffom may avail; and if anybe brought in agamft it, they be 
wid, and againf Jufice. and r, Sc. 

Now, beſides what hath been faid before of the Law of God, 
(which the Law of the Land polttively declares—indiſpenſible,) 
take here a brick ſpecimen of . an 

'Þ 


(49) 


L. 'AMl'Men x { ontmanded to hear, catn,and keep is, and 
ought: be :in. thein reſpeCtive Staribrs,.according 10 Divine 
Rules, ready to Communicaic tuch'Gitzas Chriſti bettows 
el _— Edity others. Miſtakeme not (Reader) d 
not plcad for any promulcuousor irr TL or any pe- 


ſon roftep thc bounds: by-the. Sov 
gillatos y De Cn Ee  iefhould 
- — We fhud in Scripture; that chene! were -—_ > 


Kings, oo Judges, —__ Pſal. 49! 9. Ecch” 1. 1. and 12. 
13. 2Chron. 17. 7,8, 9. Yea, Preaching'Mechanicks, Tradeſmen, 
Tert-makers, Fiſhermen, &c. _— Z. Hrs 1-1... Mark 1. 16, 
17. Att. 18-2; 1 Cor. Id. 1,7, 

2. God's Lawpronouncesa oro his Preachers, ittlicy Preach 
aot his Goſpel, 1 Cor. g. 16. 

3. Rewards and Promiſes are promiled to Preachers, Marth. 
10.41. and 35. 21. and 5. 19. James 5.20. 

4- God's Law allows Preactang in Houtes, Strects, Fields, &c. 
Yea, to great multirudes, with promiſed Mercies to thc owners 
{o receiving them, = 20.20. and 28. 31. Luk. 13. 26. Matth 
3. 1.and 19. 40, 

. God's Law « <_— _ wrath ro ſuch as abuſc his Preachers, 
and. beat their fellow Servants, 1 Thefſ. 2. 16. Matth. 24. 48, 
49, 5O--. 

6. God's Law injoyns Men to Aſſemble together in order to bu 
Worſhip, Heb. 10. 25.andJ. 13. Af. 2. 42. Mal. 3.14.16. Yea, 
Thoulandsat a time, John 6. 10. At. 44-and 2. 41. &c. much 
more'm the amepurpoſe may be Now, I appcal toal] 
lover Chrittians, whether arry Law-rhar contradicts this Divine 
Law, or by cocrcive means, and riged penalties, b_ Chriſti- 
ans from thele Durics, ought not to be relaxr, _ torborn to be 
put in Execution, becauſe all humane Laws, are to give place tothe 
Lawot God, as our very National Laws affert >. and whether the 
Piſent ot a 'peaceable Confacncious from mecr Ccremo- 
pics not enjoyed by the Starute Law of Heaven, delerves. Id ri- 
tt TSS Wa emer haveick, and tilde ea 
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SECT. VII. 


Eſlides the Law of God, and the Law of the Land, which 
(weetly harmonize togcther, (when the latter is not ſtret- 
ched beyond its meaning, by ſome whole Charity appearsonly 
in the Kuine of their poor honeſt Neighbours,) I would urge 
that great Magna Charta of Nature, a Low lo juſt and compre- 
hentrve, thatna Man ran deny =; wileſat.the Gme tune he 
veſts himicit of Humanity, and athumesthe ſhape ofa barbaros, 
and more then bruitiſh Cruclry. Ir is this (in few words) ' Do «4 
10u woikd be done zmto.. TT his Golden Text Reverenc'd 
the very Hcathers (mhote Procepe ut was, Quad tebt mon wi, atteri 
ne feceris ) might adminiſter Copions Theme, tut [ ſhallbe briet; 
And content my {elf ro aak two. Queltionsot choſe: Gatritiemer:, 
that are ſo bulic in putting theic Penal Laws in Execution 3 Bur 
ſtill lerme repeat the Cavear T have {o- oken mentioned, —that 
I picad novtheCaulic of Settirious Meetings, 'or tuch as coortave 
or delign any evil, againitrhe Scatc, but” only wach- as Deffevt 
purely ove of Conkcince, and mana$ithoir ſeparationorah Bir 
ty towards God, and Loyalty to rhoKing, cr withr a Chri- 
ſian becoming Deportment towards their Nei 7-0 
1. Whether they, (that is Inch asprofecine the Protefant Byf- 
pen ar be ſo:dealt withal thamicives > viz. ro be .Im- 


paifbrid, Fir'd;, iv'd of thar G (Baniſte [from rheir 
deareſt Rclations,) Wives, -Chulliren, Ge. 'trirc'd from: thelt 
Tradcs and Callings, (when they dive! by the Labour of theit 
Hands, or the noakics chey mens linnagla up: to) have their 
Familics begor ſtarve, and in a word, utterly ruin'd, 'at-ro'this 
World, andthat aworly becauſe they camet LContoran to what 
chov are nor wuvinetof, tw be of Divine: lon» Atþei 

Men of Coniſcietxe, will not be:lcdiby. any tmplicite Faich 

not, malimksthev ſhould uſe the ſame tendernets 'to ochers, or 
cile they violate this nth 76 Sacre Matth. 7.12) pt 
4 2 2. Whe- 


(4) 
2. Whether, if it had been their Lot to live in a Country 


where Popery, or Pre:byterianiſm, is the ick Religion, would 
they _— t Ng, their 
Conſcientious Diſſent to be forc'd to a Hypocriical Compliance, 
or be ruin'd in their Eſtates, if nge Lives ? 

SEC I. IL 


TY Grand Topick which the linle mercenary Paſquillers uſe 

to x ſtihe their InveRtives againſt Diſenters, is the late dil- 
mal Rebellion, and the horrid Murther of His Majcſtics Royal 
Father, &c. This is a Subje& which I would not touch upon, 
but that | am forc'd by the dayly Clamours of thelc Pampbler. 
ters to ſpeak a few wordstoir. And, 

1. KI know myown Heart, I can truly ſay, That I do from 
my very Soul abhor and deteſt all Principles that tend to Re- 
bellior,, or Diſturbance of the publick or private Peace, and all 
ſuch wicked perſons as Imbrue their hands in the Blood of any 
Man, Woman, or CHE; 20nd more any ſuch Traytors as 
praChce againſtche Sacred Litc or Perſon of the Lor's Annointed, 
torfuch pcrions are fo far from deſerving any favour or pro- 
tection trom the Government, that they ought to be rooted 
from off the face of the Earth, as the moſt execrable of Miſcre- 
mts. And therefore let the Aathors of our late Calamitics, and 
che. unparaliel'd Murther of that Great and moſt Excellence 
Price, be brandet! with everlaſting Infamy for mc. Tis not 
for 'T raytors, but for my Innocent tellow-Chriſtians, that I beg 
the favour and pirry of fuch as arc mtruſted with the Exccution 
of Penal Laws for Religion. 

2. How farthe Papitts did Influence thoſe fatal Convulſions; 
and whether the Nation ows'not all its Calainiry to their black 
and myſtical Stratdeems, the judicious unbya&'d Reader will 
foon determine, if he peruſes Mr. Care's Hiſtory of the Phet, re- 
prinred 181. trom'f. 42. 71. I have not Room rotranicribe 
it, 
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ir, and therefore would adviſe (any that doubts it) to peruſe ic 


"Tis Diametricall to Juſtice, to [ Inno- 
hd Crimes of opperied Ju — 


il 
many under the Vizard of Religion, had a main hand in theſe 
lamentable (and too too ) milchicts before mention- 
ed; there is no equity in the World, that their Villanics ſhall 
extend to) ſuch as 


be chargeable upon (and their puni 
were never concern'd in them. 
_ beſt Kot ion reads Sept rprins = ic (elf from 
ypocrites, ilguile ves ti Ve an opporru- 
= to lerve ſome Deviliſh turn, or other. That Arch-Traytor 
Informer Jude, got in among the very A and many 
falſe Brethren crepe in among the Primitive Saints ;—the Devil 
himſelt will ſometimes come Maſqueraded asan Angel of Light. 
Why is the Chriſtian Religion ever the worſefor this No, no, 
Divine Truths are ſtill ſuch, chough the Sacred Profeſſion of it 
is p n'd and abuyd by luch Hypocritical Wretches, to their 
own nation. 

Whar I aim at, is as that we areto examine the Prin- 
ciples of ſuch as profeis Chriſtianiry under any form, declarcd in 
their publick Confcſhons of Faith, and the Writings of ſuch as 
arcown'd, and approv'd by them, and it we find them pernici- 
ous to the Government, or tending any waiesto the diſturbance 
of the publick peace ; luch are without Diſpute to be ſuppreſs d 
and puniſht as Enemies tothe State. Bur it their Principles be 
in all Articles of Religion ſuitable tothe Word of God, and (in 
Fundamentals) to the Eſtabliſhe Religion; it will unavoidably 
fallow, T hat the miſcarriages, or wickedneſs of ſome that creep 
in amongſt them, are not to be charged upon their Chriſtian 

»Proftethon, (which allows no ſuch thing) but upon the Delin- 
quents themalelves. 

From hence I infer, that the Murther of His late Majeſty, 
thoſe Rebellions, Bloodfheds, and Overturnings of State, &c. 
then afted, are tobe chargeable only upon ſuch as were perſon- 
ally and actually cuilty, For I never heard, (and 1 
dare boldly ſay that no Man ever did hcar) that any of our Dif- 
fenting Proteftants in their Contethons of Faith , have ever 
had 5 much Traytorous Impudencc, as to jultife rhe wy 

ritt 


(044) 
tida-of) fuck Horrid'rhings,/ but the-quire contrary 5 as may 
be ſhown in timc. TW CT.NU0G. 1 

Itthere be any now alive, who haye had any hand in thoſe 
Prion, hey avechentdy reinancd imo oqua] Privileges wah 

they arc thereby rel Irito riviledges with 
rhe _—— unleyby new Treafons they forteir- that Royal: 
Grdte. But ifthere deatry of them excluded from the benefic of 
the' Aﬀof Oblrvion, let them bepuniſt'd, fat Jatitia. | 

I infiſt the longer upon this, to ſhew how unreaſonable it is, tor 
fuch a parcel of mw." Ar lers to be perpetually bawling of 
41, 41, and matigg'© » Crimes of ſuch as are Dead, or were 

xevuted for their 'T reatons, nox only Garvive them, but 'perſe- 
cure their Irmocent Fellow Subjets with them ; Icould 
wiſh with atl my Heart, that all thole ha/f-perny Paſquillefs on 
boch ſides, who meerly tor their Belles, peſter Ciry and Coun- 
try, inventing Ndnits of Reproach,as Whrigg,Tory,Trimmer, &c. 
and bepotingFewand Animoliics berwixt His Majeſt ics Liege 
People, were ly puniſh as Didurbers of the pab/ick Peace; 1 
am ſure they deſcrve it more then the Diſſenters, who arc a 
peaccable crading People, and uſctull Members of the Seate, who 
pay His Matty all His Taxes and Revenucs, to the utmoſt of 
what the Law requircs, (which & not inconliderable.) How un- 
rollerable isitthen, forftee born Subjefts, Loval tothe King, and 
helptul in ſupporting the charge of the Government to be day- 
Iv and weekly Libel'd, and abusd by thoſc Raſcally I exches of 
the Preſs, thatto ſerve their own lictle Craving Necclities, care 
not if they ſer the Prophe rwgerber by the Ears ? 

His Majeſty our of His Royal Clemeney was pleav'd topaſs arr 
Aft of Obkvion, yea, fo impatient was he{That' he peſt the Pur- 
liament with much eameſtnels, to make it rcady for his Reval 
Aſent. What then : why here vou have his goodneſs, and 
Princely Lenity reviled, and contradited, (almoſt daylv) by a 
certain Inrendiary, who Conaures up the Memory of thoſe fatal 
Times, and keeps the Nations Old Wounds a Bleeding, in de- 
hance of that At, which was detign'd ro heal, and make them 


wrootren. 
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THE CONCLUSION. 


I Intended upon this Subjeft to have given you a parallel be- 
rween the Dottrine of the Church of England, and the Dif- 
ſenters, but that I find it already well done by Mr. Henry Care, 
in his Book Incticuled, Ulrrum Horum, &c. Printed 1682. To 
which I refer you, as allo to the truly pious T reatiſes of that 
worthy Author (whoever he bc) of the Conformifts Plea for the 
"Nonconfor miſts, 8c. 

2. | purpolcd likewiſe tolay down ſome Demonſtrative Rea- 
ſons, why the profeſſion of Popery is intollerable ina Proteſtant King- 
dom, (whom they accoant Hereticks ) becauſe their Principles are 
Pernicious, and thcir Praftices have been Dangerous, &c. 

3. To ſhow the mitchicts, and ſad Conſequences of proſecu- 
ting quict and pcaccable Diſſenters upon the Penal Laws, as ha- 
ving a direft tendency toweaken the Proteftiant Intereſt, for whoſe 
Rujne that common Encmy greedily gapes, (2.) How much 
it deſtroys Trade, and ruines I houlands of Families, (3.) What 
a Scandal it is to the Proteſtant Reformation, when we quarrel 
and pcriccute cach other, (4. W hat a diſparagement it isto the 
Actors, &c. 

. To fhew the qualiry of Informers, and the quality of ſuch 
as they proſccute ; with the Ravenous and Illegal proceedings of 
the former. 

5. Produce Illuſtrious Teſtimonics of the worth of the Dif 
ſenters, and how [crviccable they have been ro the Crown, as allo 
the Witnels of as emincat Church-men and States-men, as ever 
were in Eng/and, who gave them great Encomiums, and own'd 
them as Brethren. 

6. Propole a modeſt Eflay for Union amongſt all Prote/tants, 
with Dcmonſtrative Reaſons, that 1t is not 'only practicable, 
but abſolutely neceſſary ; together with the Bletſed Efles 
of ſuch an Accomodation. | 

But having alrcadv exceeded my intended limirs, I muſt 
leave it to another opportunity, and my poor endeavours to 


the Bletking of the God of Peace. 
FINTIYS. 
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